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Share The Spirit Newsletter 

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Elaine asked me to write something for the newsletter this 
month. In thinking about what to write, recognizing where we are as 
individuals, as a congregation, nation, and world, here is where I 
ended up. 

 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

 heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a 

 time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a 

 time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a 

 time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to 

 throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to 

 embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and 

 a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to 

 tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

 a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 

 peace. What gain have the workers from their toil: I have seen the 

 business that God has given to everyone to be busy with. He has 

 made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense 

 of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what 

 God has done from the beginning to the end. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 NRSV) 

 

When things don’t go as I have planned, I think of this passage from 

Ecclesiastes.  When change comes, especially fast change (think of all 

that is going on now), I think of the above passage. Too often, I think  

I am in charge, only to realize time and again, I am not. I have to be 

reminded that I am not God. I really am not captain of my ship. God 

has plans that are much bigger and more important than mine. Some-

times I am aligned with what God wants and more often than I 

would like to think, I am not. I am a selfish, sinful human being who 

wants things my way. While I don’t claim to be a genius, I think I’m 

pretty smart, clever, etc. But then change happens that I hadn’t 

planned on, nor could have foreseen. Humbled then, I need to re-

group, get in touch with God’s plan for me and those around me. 

Greetings from Rev. Cannon Donald Muller Vol. 10, Issue 8 
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  Greetings from Father Don continued 

God is in charge, but to be clear I do not think God causes pandemics or disease or the   

crises of the world in which we live. Some of it is caused by sin of one person, some by the 

collective sin of humanity, and others, I don’t have a clue. I do know, however, that God 

promised to never again destroy all but a remnant, after the flood.  With the rainbow being a 

sign of that promise. 

 

So then what? What am I to do? The Great Commandment and the Great Commission are 

that to which I return. 

 

 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest 

and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 

two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 22:36-40 NRSV) 

 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And re-

member, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-19 NRSV) 

 

So for me, in the situation we are currently in, in so many ways, I choose to “love”, “make dis-

ciples”, “baptize”, and “teach all that Jesus has commanded us.” There is so much I don’t know 

and have yet to learn, but I can do that to which Jesus has taught us in these passages. What 

does that look like to you and your life, right now? 

 

Father Don 

 

PS: I miss being with you all in person and look forward to that time that we can once again 

be in our Church building with all of you. 
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FOURTEEN YEARS ON MAIN STREET 

Wow! We have enjoyed 14 years already in our Church of the Holy Spirit on 220 E. Main St. 

The Vestry at that time (2005)determined that they needed a larger space for worship and 

ministries while residing on Green Street in our little building with no windows. After investi-

gating the options, the congregation and the Diocese joined together to purchase the closed 

church on 220 E. Main. The move and first worship in the new church took place in August 

2006. This building was dedicated by The Rt. Rev. George E. Councell on September 30, 2006. 

This month we celebrate the 14th anniversary of this wonderful building we call home.  

Thank you to everyone who has been a part of our history and ministry of getting Church of 

the Holy Spirit to our present address. In fourteen years, we have made many changes in the 

building itself and as with any home. The improvements continue to happen thanks to our 

current Vestry and parishioners who have contributed to make our church more beautiful 

each year.  Let’s hope that we can return to our church building (our Lord’s house) soon and 

remain safe. Life at Church of the Holy Spirit will be different during this pandemic, however 

it will be wonderful to return to our beautiful church building that God had a hand in      

providing. 

From the Book of Common Prayer… For the Beauty of the Earth 
We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; for the rich-

ness of mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers. We 

praise you for these good gifts, and pray that we may safeguard them for our posterity. Grant 

that we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation, to the 

honor and glory of your Name, now and for ever.   Amen. 
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NEWS FROM YOUR VESTRY 

Dear members of the Church of the Holy Spirit, 

 

 As you are aware, I have asked a committee to develop a safety plan and protocol for 

reopening the church. The committee members have been actively working on this plan. 

 In the interim, I wanted to ask if anyone is having difficulty joining on the Facebook 

broadcasts done every Sunday by Father Don Muller at 9:30 and then posted for available 

viewing any time after that. Please contact Jim Heller or Patty with any questions you may 

have. 

 Also, to make the Facebook services more valuable, I would like to distribute our pray-

er books and hymnals to anyone that would like to borrow them so they can pray and sing 

along at home during the service. Contact Patty and we will arrange a safe pick up day and 

time at the “Ashes to Go” location in the near future. 

 Finally, interacting through the internet has taken on a greater value during this pan-

demic. I would like to hear from you if you are interested in purchasing or improving your 

computer/cell phone systems. There are many affordable, user friendly solutions that will ena-

ble you to connect with family, friends, and our church family. We also would like to hear of 

any willing volunteers to help with the “technical and education” side. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Wack, Senior Warden 

WASHED IN THE SPIRIT 

Most of us take doing the laundry for granted. It’s not our favorite thing to do but we don’t 

fret over how it will be accomplished. Recently, I had to use the Laundromat because my 

washing machine died. While I was there, I met the owner. I proceeded to tell him about the 

Episcopal Church Women wanting to have a laundry ministry. He was very interested in shar-

ing this ministry with us. We set up a program with Main Street Laundromat, Main St, Tucker-

ton to assist people who need help with keeping their things clean, whether it be clothing or 

bedding; hence the name “Washed in the Spirit”.  

The ECW will purchase gift certificates for laundry services from Main Street Laundromat 

and give them to the Tuckerton Food Bank. Penny will offer them to people who need it. If 

you know of someone who can benefit from this, please tell them to go to the Food Bank 

and ask for a “Washed in the Spirit” gift certificate. We want this to be beneficial for the 

community. We want the word to get around. 

Financial support for this ministry has been provided through donations from several women 

in the ECW.          

Louise Wagner 
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  Principal Feasts and Holy Days According to the Episcopal Calendar 

• August 6  The Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 This feast celebrates Jesus’ radical change of appearance while in the 

presence of Peter, James, and John on a high mountain. The Gospel of Mat-

thew records that “he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his garments became white as light.” A bright cloud overshad-

owed them and a voice from the cloud stated, “This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” Celebration of the feast was 

not common in the western church until the 9th century. The Transfigura-

tion gospel is used on the Last Sunday after the Epiphany in all three years 

of the BCP Eucharistic lectionary. 

 

• August 15  Saint Mary the Virgin, Mother of our Lord Jesus  

 Mary the virgin mother of Jesus has been an object of veneration in 

the church since the apostolic age. The honor paid to Mary goes back to the 

earliest day of the church even before the birth of Jesus.  Her humility and 

obedience to the message of God at the time of the Incarnation have made 

her an example for all Christians. In addition to Christmas, feasts associated 

with Mary include the Presentation, the Annunciation and the 

visitation. In Mary, Virgin and Mother, God gives us a sign that Jesus is both  

truly God and truly Man. 

 

• August 24   Saint Bartholomew 

 The name “Bartholomew” appears in the New Testament only on the 

list of the names of the twelve apostles and is also called Nathanael who 

was a friend of Philip. Many believe he is the Nathanael mentioned in John. 

It is said that Bartholomew wrote a gospel, preached to the people of  

India and died a martyr.   

 

• August 29    The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist: 

 Known as the decollation of Saint John the Baptist, this day commem-

orates the martyrdom by beheading on the orders of Herod Antipas 

through the vengeful request of Herod’s step-daughter Salome and her 

mother Herodias. John preached repentance from sins and had the special 

title of the “Forerunner” of Christ. He was the first martyr during Christ’s 

public preaching. 
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HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAY TO YOU: 

August 2 Chris Weiss 

August 2 Donna Taylor 

August 16 Jacqueline Geeson 

August 21 Betsy Luscz 

August 27 Montgomery Glock 

August 31 Bill Bixby 

 

 
 May the Lord bless you, and keep you:  

The Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious into you; 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

If we have missed your birthday, please let us know so that people can wish 

you a happy one.  

Please call Patty in the office at 609-296-9618 or  

email Elaine at epaul900@comcast.net. 

GIVING THANKS with a grateful heart…. 

 “Love thy neighbor” is a precept which could transform the world  

if it were universally practiced.      Mary McLeod Bethune 

 

We have a neighbor that gives us kindness almost every day even in the winter. She or her 

husband places our newspaper on our porch each morning so that we don’t have to walk 

out into the yard to retrieve the paper.  For many years, we had no idea who that “angel” 

was performing this kindness.  This is a gift that we cannot thank them enough. We are happy 

to say that we have had many wonderful neighbors during the years and we are grateful. 

“ Blessed are those who give without remembering and receive without forgetting.” I will 

never forget our neighbor and their friendship.   

 Thank you! 

Elaine and Tom Paul 

 

 “A heart in tune with God is a heart that beats for others.”      Bonnie Jensen       
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REMEMBERING THE PAST MAY 2012 

 

Lectors Workshop 

May 2012 
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MUSICAL NOTES:         Music Director:  

Elaine Paul              Matthew Holmberg 

 

 

Sadly to say, that with the Covid19 virus still around us, our little church choir will not be 

singing for some time.  There are several new rules that we must abide by during this pan-

demic.  Thank you to Matt Holmberg for his talent during our Facebook Sunday services and 

for Father Don’s wonderful voice. Those of us who love music, can still listen, or read our 

1982 Hymnal and Lift Every Voice and Sing (the African American Hymnal).  We can also sing at 

home or in the car.  Don’t stop singing! 

One of my favorite hymns that can be found in both hymnals is : There Is a Balm in Gilead.. 

 The first Africans on American shores arrived in chains. Their hellish voyage aboard 

slave ships was only the beginning of their sorrows. The breakup of their families, the oppres-

sion of bondage, the whips and shackles, their loss of dignity… it all combined to kill both 

body and spirit; (taken from Then Sings My Soul by R. Morgan). Often the slaves were allowed to 

sing while working to pray and worship the Lord.  “There Is a Balm in Gilead” based on Jere-

miah 8:22,  was one such song.  

 The song goes like this: 

(Refrain) There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole, there is a balm in       

  Gilead, to heal the sin sick soul. 

1.   Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in vain, but then the Holy 

  Spirit revives my soul again. (Refrain) 

2.  If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, you can tell the love 

  of Jesus, and say, “He died for all.”  

  There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole, there is a balm in 

  Gilead, to heal the sin sick soul. 

 

 Balm of Gilead was a rare perfume used medicinally, (fragrant herbs) that was men-

tioned in the Bible and named for the region of Gilead. Gilead is mentioned in two geograph-

ic places in the Bible (referring to a hill of stones or a mountainous region) . 

I was surprised to find on Amazon, one can purchase Balm of Gilead, an herbal salve sold for 

pain relief for sore muscles, and arthritis from natural herbal plant based ingredients. They 

sell Balm of Gilead buds from the plant, candles scented with the balm and books written by 

MD, PHD’s. regarding the relationship between spirituality and health. One such book is     

entitled Balm of Gilead.  

Balm was used everywhere for Chrism since the sixth century. Chrism (holy oil) which is a 

blend of olive oil and balsam is used in Christian churches as a holy anointing oil in the ad-

ministrations of certain sacraments and ecclesiastic functions.     
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 Many people have never seen a ghost and most never will. I think I am one of 
the lucky ones. I was fortunate to know a semi-ancient black man whose name was 
James Emmanuel R. James was not only old but he used to call Methuselah “kid”. If 
Jimmy liked you he was a great friend, if he didn’t you were non-existent. James 
taught me many lessons about human relationships among other things. I admired 
him a great deal. When my wife passed away Jim stood at the head of her grave and 
sang a brief haunting prayer. He told me it was a Caribbean Lullaby. It was the last 
time he sang it. Not long afterward he too went to his final reward. Nobody remem-
bered the prayer to sing it for him. Some months later, I was walking from the church 
to the Parish Hall across the street. It is a one-way street, but it was my habit to al-
ways look both ways. As I stepped into the street, I noticed a man shuffling along the 
sidewalk. As I took a few more steps into the street I thought, that man has the same 
stooped shuffle as James. I stopped and turned to look back, but the man had van-
ished! I went back and looked between the parked cars (the only possible hiding 
place) and even into those cars. No one was to be found anywhere not even over the 
cast iron fence into the graveyard. I proceeded to the coffee hour in the Parish hall 
and told James’ nephew, Ralph what had occurred. He was not surprised, nor did he 
express disbelief. Some time later Ralph told me he had related my experience to 
others in his family. They told him that I had “the sight”. To my dying day I will always 
believe I saw Jim faithfully walking around his church home. 

 It is now many years later and I have once again had an unexplained experi-
ence. I was on the couch with my lady friend watching the news and feeling drowsy. I 
suddenly opened my eyes and saw a child on the other side of the coffee table. She 
was standing in front of my friend just staring at her. The child was about four feet tall 
all dressed in white with dark hair either short cut or pulled back. I had the impression 
of something on or around her head. As I was so suddenly surprised I mumbled 
“hello” and looked to my friend for some explanation of who the child was and how 
she came to be there. When I saw she was also dozing I looked back at the child 
who was now nowhere to be seen. This all took less than two (2) seconds to play out. 
My friend was undergoing some crucial medical treatment at the time so I can only 
assume the child was an angel sent to watch over her. Maybe since the child ap-
peared so young this was her first assignment and my sudden awakening caught her 
unprepared so that she was visible for that nanosecond. If so, I am thankful for God’s 
messenger of healing and my adventure into the world of mystery. 

 

In perpetual awe, Bill                 4/23/19 

 

 I’LL SEE YOUR GHOST AND RAISE YOU AN ANGEL      by Bill Meyer 



POST SCRIPTS:      

  

WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US ON  

SUNDAY MORNING  

FOR A LIVE-STREAMED 

SERVICE WITH FR. DON MULLER 

wwwfacebook.com/tuckertonchurch/events 

 We’re on the Web! 

www.holyspirittuckerton.org 

CHURCH OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 

220 E MAIN STREET 

TUCKERTON, NJ 08087 

609-296-9618 

holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net 

Rev. Canon Donald Muller 

Interim Priest in Charge 

Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt 

Associate Priest 

James Wack, Senior Warden 

Patty Martin, Office Administrator 

Elaine Paul, Newsletter 

THANK YOU, GOD FOR SUMMER 

 

Thank You God for the warmth of the sun. 

Thank You God for the beauty I see all around me. 

Thank You God for the increased time I have to be with family. 

Draw me closer to You this summer. 

Teach me how I can pray regardless of what I am doing. 

Warm my soul with the awareness of Your presence. 

Light my path with Your Word and counsel. 

Thank You, God for summer! 

 

Let God calm your storm. 


