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Share The Spirit Newsletter               

On February 14, 2021 Church of the Holy Spirit held it’s Annual 
Meeting via Facebook due to the on going pandemic. Jim Wack,   
Senior Warden opened the meeting with the nominating committee 
for your 2021 Vestry members . We are proud to announce and wel-
come the 2021 members:  Congratulations to all. 
 Convocation meetings for Spring and Fall will be attended by 
Louise Wagner and Eileen Minett. 
 The Diocesan Convention will be attended by Elaine and Tom 
Paul via Zoom on March 6. This can be viewed on YouTube. 
 Jim Wack reviewed the Profit & Loss for 2020 from the Annual 
Report Booklet that was mailed to each family in the church and ex-
plained the ongoing process of the Discernment. The Discernment 
Committee hopes to interview a Priest in Charge by mid year. 
  
Your 2021 Vestry:  Jim Wack,   Senior Warden 
    Christine Bobinski,  Junior Warden 
    Lynn Robbins,  Vestry Member 
    Louise Wagner, Vestry Member 
    Jim Heller,  Vestry Member 
    Dennis Laffey, Vestry Member 
    Kathleen Haines, Treasurer 
    Elaine Paul,  Clerk to the Vestry 
 
Cannon 14… The vestry “shall be agents and legal representatives of 
the Parish in all matters concerning its corporate property and the 
relations of the parish to its clergy”. 
 
 Heavenly Father, give to our leaders, a daily renewal in your 
presence, uphold them with your peace, a peace that passes all un-
derstanding, enlighten them with your word and strengthen them 
with your grace. Amen 
 
 
 

Greetings from Your 2021 Vestry  
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 From your Senior Warden:  

“Our Vestry met on Feb. 9th and decided to continue the “hold” on church services and out-

side group meetings in the church, for now. We recognize the loss this imposes on our mem-

bers and our community but feel that the local risks of exposure to COVID 19 are still 

prevalent in our area and warrant this added precaution. We are monitoring the virus status 

on a weekly basis, as presented at the COVID ACT NOW website. Although the new cases 

per day has dropped slightly since our last report, Ocean County still is in the ACTIVE  

OUTBREAK category with 61.5 cases per 100,000 people. We are the second highest 

County in level of new virus cases in NJ. 

 We also discussed the importance of doing all that we possibly can to be back in 

Church for Palm Sunday and Easter. Everyone is encouraged to avoid group gatherings, wear 

masks when away from home, keep a 6 feet social distance, wash your hands frequently. 

 Although not discussed at our Vestry meeting, everyone is encourage to register for 

vaccinations whenever it is convenient to do so. When in doubt concerning the vaccines, 

please consult with your physician.”           Faithfully, Jim Wack 

 

 Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, the February Vestry meeting took place via Zoom 

on February 9, 2021.  The vestry worked on preparations for the annual meeting, the dis-

cernment update, the COVID 19 update,  Ash Wednesday, and Outreach. 

 Father Don graciously lead us with a service for Ash Wednesday on Facebook.  Due to 

the pandemic, we did not feel comfortable receiving ashes on Ash Wednesday. The service 

was beautiful regardless of the missing ashes. We are now in the Lenten season. How an-

other year is flying by and we are still in our homes. 

 The  237th Diocesan Convention will take place on Zoom on March 6th.  This is a 

time when clergy and representatives from around our diocese gather to share in the pol-

ity of the Church. Because of the pandemic, this convention will be held virtually.  

 Happy to hear, Mother Martha and Jim are safe, they are boiling water but have elec-

tricity and food in Texas. Temps went above freezing for the first time in a week (Feb. 

19th). 

 Just a reminder: If you would like to donate flowers for the Easter service to remember 

your loved ones, please send your altar flower memorials in an envelope to the church 

with the names and the donation. The names to be remembered 

must be received by March 25.  

 Happy Spring everyone! March 20 brings in another season. 

Let’s pray that we can get out and about to enjoy it. Be safe. 

  Share The Spirit Happenings 
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Principal Feasts and Holy Days in March 

March 19 Saint Joseph  -  
St. Joseph is celebrated as a feast day. He was the husband of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and step-father to Jesus. Joseph was a pious Jew, a 

carpenter from Nazareth and a descendant of King David. Joseph is 

considered the patron saint of the working person. This day is cele-

brated differently in many states: In New Orleans, LA, there are pa-

rades and food; In New York, New Jersey, Illinois, Massachusetts and 

Rhode Island it is expressed by wearing red. In the mid-Atlantic area, 

this day is associated with the return of striped bass to the Delaware 

River, and it is also the day when the swallows are traditionally be-

lieved to return to Mission San Juan, Capistrano after having flown 

South for the winter.  

March 25 The Annunciation of Our Lord Jesus Christ to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary  -  
The feast commemorating the announcement by the angel Gabriel to 

Mary that she would be the mother of God’s Son, and that she would 

name him Jesus. It was Mary’s assent in faith to God’s invitation.  

March 28 Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday  -  
This celebration is the Sunday before Easter when Jesus’ triumphal en-

try into Jerusalem took place. Palm Sunday is also the first day of Holy 

Week. From approximately the year 300 + people processed waving 

branches of palms as they walked, sang psalms and shouted the anti-

phon, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” The liturgy of 

the palms is the entrance rite to the service.  The 1982 Hymnal pro-

vides musical settings for the opening anthem, the blessing over the 

palm branches and the procession. The service changes focus abruptly 

from the triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the solemnity of the Pas-

sion.  

March 31 Wednesday in Holy Week (Tenebrae)  - 
This ceremony of Tenebrae includes the use of fifteen lighted candles. 

One candle is extinguished as each of the 14 appointed psalms is com-

pleted. The 15th candle represents Christ, and is lighted at the end of 

the final psalm.  A sudden loud noise is made at the end of the service 

symbolizing the earthquake at Jesus’ death. The lighted candle is then 

replaced in its place.  Tenebrae is an option for use on Wednesday of 

Holy Week. I will never forget when Fr. Hartt, performed this service. 
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A Blast From The Past   March 2017 & April 2016 

 

March 2017 



Page 6 Vol. 11, Issue 3 
 

  

HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY TO YOU: 

March 4 Christine Weiss 

March 7 Ann Ehrhart 

March 7 Doreen Prinzo 

March 9 Arlene Bixby 

March 13 Barbara Bermel 

March 13 Deacon Rich Wisniewski 

March 14 Linda Johnson 

March 19 Bill Stephenson 

March 21 Grace O’Connor 

March 25 Heather Duym 

March 29 Peter Pharo 

A Birthday Blessing 

God fill this day with birthday blessings and His gift of love divine. God fill your hearts 

with hope and peace in those quiet times. God fill your lives with what you need, his 

most precious gifts. So as you celebrate your birthdays, let us all give thanks to Him. 

   May the Lord bless and keep you.      Numbers 6:23 

MENTAL HEALTH DURING A PANDEMIC 

This was mentioned in the “Good News in the Garden State”:  Ways to keep your mental 

health when anxiety takes over your emotions . When you feel lonely or discouraged, try the 

following by exercising your body, mind and spirit: 

1. Walk outdoors, talk to God 

2. Learn something new 

3. Try body movement prayer (walk, exercise, yoga, labyrinth)    

4. Eat healthy 

5. Turn away from the TV, radio, newspapers if you feel overwhelmed 

6. Use prayer beads 

7. Reach out to friends and family 

8. Reach out to a professional if needed 
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SAINT PATRICK’S DAY            MARCH 17th 

The Luck of the Irish, shamrocks, the wearing of the green, Irish folk tunes, parades, 

imbibing, leprechauns and the pot of gold… these are some things associated with              

St. Patrick’s Day. The three leaves of the shamrock are also said to stand for faith, hope and 

love. The four leaf clover is an uncommon variation of the three leaf clover. Did you 

ever sit on a lawn and look for a 4 leaf clover? They are almost impossible to find. I 

suppose that is where we get the luck? 

 Although there is much folklore about St. Patrick, he was born in England around 385.       

According to the autobiographical writings of Patrick, he was captured in England by Irish pi-

rates at the age of 16. He lived in Ireland for six years before escaping and returning to his 

family.  After becoming a cleric, he returned to northern and western Ireland where he 

served as a bishop and converted many to Christianity. He is revered as the patron saint of 

Ireland. St Patrick is venerated in the Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican and Lutheran   

religions. 

 

So here’s an Irish toast to you:  

May your thoughts be as glad as the Shamrocks 

May your heart be as light as a song 

May each day bring you happy hours that stay with  you all year long. 

May the leprechauns be near you 

To spread luck along your way 

And may all the Irish angels smile upon you on St Patrick’s Day. 

May those who love us, love us; 

And those who don’t love us, may God turn their hearts; 

And if he doesn’t turn their hearts, may He turn their ankles so we’ll know them by limping! 

 

I’ll Wear A Shamrock 

St Patrick’s Day is with us, the day when all that’s seen to the right and left and everywhere is 

green, green, green! 

And Irish tunes they whistle, and Irish songs they sing, today each Irish lad walks out as proud 

as a king. 

I’ll wear a four-leaf shamrock in my coat, the glad day through, for my father and mother are 

Irish and I am Irish too! 

      (Aren’t we all Irish on St Patrick’s Day?) 
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MUSICAL NOTES:         Music Director:  

Elaine Paul              Matthew Holmberg 

 

 

 

The Way of the Cross (Stations of the Cross) 

During Lent, a devotion to the Passion of Christ recalls a series of events at the end of Jesus’ 

life from his condemnation to his burial. The Way of the Cross imitates walking Christ’s foot-

steps .This is a most moving time of Lent.  As we walk from station to station, there is a 

prayer and a collect for each of the fourteen stations.  “We adore you, O Christ, and we 

bless you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. “ 

The Trisagion is chanted as the procession moves from station to station ( Holy God, Holy 

and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us.) In conclusion a prayer is said    

facing the altar after the 14th station. Unfortunately, again because of the Covid 19 pandemic, 

we cannot participate in this ritual in the church.   

Holy Spirit has beautiful stations on the walls around the church and in the downstairs 

chapel depicting what happened at each station to the Way of the Cross:  

 1.   Jesus is condemned to death;  

 2.   Jesus takes up his cross;  

 3.   Jesus falls the first time; 

 4.   Jesus meets his afflicted mother; 

 5.   the cross is laid on Simon of Cyrene; 

 6.   a women wipes the face of Jesus; 

 7.   Jesus falls a second time; 

 

 

 AT THE CROSS HER VIGIL KEEPING is a chant sung during Holy Week and ex-

presses the heartbreak of Mary, mother of Christ. The music was written in the 1600’s as a 

chant, and the following words are from the 13th century as  

    The Stabat Mater dolorosa. 

 At the cross her vigil keeping, stood the mournful mother weeping, where he hung, 

 the dying Lord: there she waited in her anguish, seeing Christ in torment languish, 

 in her heart the piercing sword. 
Since we are not singing during the pandemic, this hymn can be found in the 1982 Hymnal on 

page 159 or on YouTube. Many different composers have written this music such as Dvorak, 

Rossini, Bach, Vivaldi and many others expressing their sadness during Holy Week. 

  8.   Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem; 

  9.   Jesus falls a third time; 

10.   Jesus is stripped of his garments; 

11.   Jesus is nailed to the cross; 

12.   Jesus dies on the cross; 

13.   the body of Jesus is placed in the arms   

 of his mother; 

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb. 
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We are restarting the process with our Transition Consultant, Rhonda Jackson and Saint 

Stephen’s members. Back in 2018 we conducted a Group discussion session where our 

members met after coffee hour, formed small groups and jotted their thoughts on 3x5 cards 

that were then presented and discussed the group present. Those findings enabled our     

Discernment Group to develop our Holy Spirit profile and summarize the qualities that we 

were searching for in a part-time priest. 

 

Both churches believe that a renewed effort starting with these group discussions would 

provide valuable insight to our Discernment documentation. Consistent with our activities in 

the pandemic, we propose to modify the group meeting with mail out surveys that our mem-

bers can complete individually at home and return to our church discernment group for re-

view and consideration. We will be mailing these questionnaires out to you shortly after this 

newsletter is received. 

 

It is our hope and prayer that this pandemic will soon abate and that we can return to nor-

mal church operations again. Our desires and requirements for our new clergy should there-

fore be based on that desired, normal church operation. 

 

The questions will be similar to those asked previously, but with some additions to address 

the pandemic and our affiliation with St. Stephen’s. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jim Heller, Louise Wagner, Kathy LaRocca 

DISCERNMENT NOTES  

DAYLIGHT SAVING  TIME : 

 March 14, 2021 begins Daylight Saving Time on Sunday morning at 2:00am. Don’t forget to 

turn your clocks forward 1 hour so that you are not waiting for church to start!  Sunrise and 

Sunset will be one hour later than the day before.  Yea! There will be more 

light in the evening. 

“SPRING FORWARD” and I think we are all ready. Have you seen evidence 

of Spring? 



POST SCRIPTS:      

SUNDAY  Morning Prayer:            9:30 am 

The service will be live-streamed on 

Facebook until further notice. 

 

The Diocesan convention will be available on YouTube 

for anyone to watch and listen on March 6, 2021 9:00am 

 We’re on the Web! 

www.holyspirittuckerton.org 

CHURCH OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 

220 E MAIN STREET 

TUCKERTON, NJ 08087 

609-296-9618 

holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net 

Rev. Canon Donald Muller 

Interim Priest in Charge 

Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt 

Associate Priest 

James Wack, Senior Warden 

Patty Martin, Office Administrator 

Elaine Paul, Newsletter 

 

God has given each of you  

some special abilities;  

Be sure to use them to help each other,     
passing on to others God’s many kinds of 

blessings. 
1 Peter 4:10 

 

O loving God 

Grant us 

MINDS 

To know you, 

HEARTS 

To love you, 

HANDS  

To do your work & 

VOICES 

To sing your praise. MARCH 20, 2021 

Spring, spring is coming soon, 

Grass is green and flowers bloom, 

Birds returning from the south, 

Bees are buzzing all about, 

Leaves are budding everywhere, 

Spring, spring is finally here! 


