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 Have you seen the signs placed on lawns and plastered on 

automobiles saying “Keep Christ in Christmas”? What for us is the 

threat of “losing” Jesus? Is it not its disappearance in the overwhelm-

ing mass of other Christmas happenings? 

 Losing Jesus in the days of his birth was losing Jesus himself. 

The precarious circumstances of his birth, his vulnerability to mishap, 

the frailty of common Mary, common Joseph as his protectors, his 

unattended birth in a stable and the precarious journey back to 

Bethlehem on unsafe roads all enough to cause a tremor if not over-

whelming fear. Misadventure for this simple family was not excep-

tional, but Jesus having made it to two years of age, another terror 

took shape. Herod’s massacre of the innocents. Mary and Joseph flee-

ing to Egypt to save their young son’s life. 

 In the end, human attempts at keeping Jesus safe will fail and 

this child of promise will hang naked and repudiated on a cross. That 

there was a Resurrection from the dead was because God, not our-

selves, chose to keep Jesus in Christmas, the God who would not    

allow his “Holy One to see corruption.” Forget about our “Keeping 

Christ in Christmas”! 

 The Christian story rightly understood is not about Jesus’ peril 

but about our own. Jesus is okay.  Are we? To answer that question 

we could have no better guide than Mary, Jesus’ mother.  “My soul 

magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 

We may not be able to save Jesus but Jesus is able and willing to save 

us.  We are not ok. We are all to one degree or another the cause of 

his dying. Christmas is the birth of one who wills to save us despite 

our sin.                 

That confessed and understood is “Keeping Christ in Christmas.” 

Greetings from Reverend Dr. Walter Hartt 
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 Can you believe that the year is almost over and we spent most of it in our homes due to 

the pandemic. Let us pray that Covid 19 will be conquered in 2021. 

 From our Senior Warden: the topic is protocol that we are following for in-church 

services during the pandemic. Christmas is coming and although we are using our ap-

proved protocol, (state and Diocesan ) we need to be safe by wearing our masks, washing 

hands, using the hand sanitizers that we offer in church, social distancing, (it is difficult not 

to talk with our friends that we haven't seen) and taking your temperature before coming 

into the building. If you travel out of state or have out of state visitors during the holiday, 

please quarantine for 14 days before returning to church. Please take all these factors into 

consideration when you are making your holiday plans, be smart and safe and have a 

healthy blessed Christmas. 

 Just a reminder, all Angel Tree donations are due on December 6th. We thank all who 

are able to contribute to this ministry to put a smile on a child’s and parent’s face this 

Christmas. 

 Thank you to Chris Bobinski and the church for organizing the free turkey dinners for 

those who would not have had a Thanksgiving dinner. Thanks to the Dynasty Diner for 

preparing the dinners and working with Holy Spirit.  

 Christmas is right around the corner and whether you plan to come into the church on 

Christmas Eve or follow on facebook, we plan to make the church as beautiful as always 

with flowers on the altar. If you plan to contribute, please send your request by mail (mark  

your check Christmas altar flowers) or place your envelope in the offertory plate in 

church. Please list the names to be remembered along with your name and donation to 

the church no later than December 20th. 

 Our Annual meeting will take place in January, where two new vestry members will be 

elected. People will be approached for consideration to fill these two vestry vacancies 

for 2021. Please let someone on the vestry aware if you are interested. 

 

 Father Don plans on starting the Wednesday Holy Eucharist on the first Wednesday 

of December in the church at 12 noon.   

 Reservations are needed for those attending the Christmas Eve Holy Eucha-

rist in the church. Please call Patty in the office that week if you plan to attend. 

 We welcome all new visitors coming to church and to those who visit on facebook. 

 

Wishing everyone a blessed and healthy Christmas! 

  Share The Spirit Happenings 
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Principal Feasts and Holy Days in the December Calendar 

December 21 Saint Thomas the Apostle: 
Also known as the twin, was one of the twelve apostles . Thomas was ab-

sent at the time of Jesus’ first appearance to the disciples after the resur-

rection. Thomas did not believe when told by other disciples that they 

had seen the Lord. He has been known as the “doubting Thomas” be-

cause he did not believe that Jesus had appeared to the other disciples. 

Thomas needed proof to believe. 

December 25 The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Also known as Christmas, is the celebration of the birth of Christ.  Cus-

toms associated with Christmas developed from many countries. It came 

to include the decorations of houses with greenery and giving of gifts to 

children and the poor.  Lessons and Carols are used during the season. 

Music and seasonal blessings are also part of the celebration. The Christ-

mas season lasts twelve days until the day before Epiphany.  In the BCP, 

Christmas Day is one of the seven principal feasts. 

December 26 Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr: 
He was the first martyr for Christ and he appropriately appears first in 

the procession of saints . He was one of the first deacons of the Church.  

December 27 Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist: 

He was one of the original twelve apostles and is thought to be the only 

one not to have been killed for his faith. He is regarded as the author of 

the Fourth Gospel, the three epistles that bear his name, and the Book 

of Revelation. He is considered the patron of theologians, writers, and 

those who produce books. 

December 28 The Holy Innocents:  
Is a remembrance that male infants were slaughtered by King Herod the 

Great in Bethlehem in an unsuccessful attempt to kill the “King of the 

Jews”.  While the Magi, came from the east to find Jesus, they observed 

his star and followed to pay him homage. They told this to Herod who 

became afraid and told the wise men to find the child. The wise men 

found the child Jesus but were warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod. Herod was furious and ordered the death of all male children in and around  

Bethlehem. Jesus was not harmed because Joseph has been warned in a dream to escape to 

Egypt with Jesus and Mary. The feast of the Holy Innocents has been dated from the fourth 

century. The altar and vestment color of this day is red. 
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THE POWER OF LOVE 

    

 To those of you who enjoy reading...two years ago the Presiding Bishop of the       

Episcopal Church, Bishop Michael Curry, wrote a book called The Power of Love. After 

reading this book, I have re-read portions of it several times. To quote Bishop Curry, “God is 

on a mission to work through our struggles and confusion.” “God has not given up on the 

world, and God is not finished with the Episcopal Church . We are the Jesus Movement. So 

don’t worry be happy!” As in the Bible, this book tells “there’s power in love to help and heal 

when nothing else can, there is power in love to lift up and liberate when nothing else will, 

there is power in love to show us the way to live.” God is the love.   

 Another book (just released) written by Bishop Michael Curry is called Love Is The 

Way. I cannot put this book down. It talks about holding on to hope in troubling times but 

also shows Bishop Curry’s sense of humor and love of family and each other. 

 I highly recommend these uplifting and inspiring books. They may even make a nice gift 

for under the Christmas tree. 

 If anyone has a book that they would like to share in the newsletter, please send a 

short synopsis and why you enjoyed that book. Thanks, Elaine     

  

The Third Sunday in Advent…  

 is also known as Rose Sunday or Gaudete Sunday from the 

Latin word “rejoice”. We are planning the Christmas season to wel-

come Jesus into our world.  In the preparation of Christ’s nativity, 

we have “Joy” in knowing the Lord.  There is not a lot of joy today 

with the divisions of people around the world and with the pan-

demic, however knowing that we are loved is enough to celebrate 

“Joy” on the third Sunday in Advent in anticipation of Christmas. 

 On December 13, the theme reflects a lighter tone of the 

traditional Advent observance.  The altar and vestment color as well 

as the Advent candle on this day is Pink or Rose. 

 

                                        Rejoice in the Lord always. 
                     EP 
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Sharing The Past  from 2015 
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HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAY TO YOU:  

 

December 2  Kathy Castaldo 

December 3  Sally Sedon 

December 6  Bob Bobinski 

December 6  Eileen Minett 

December 7  Louise Wagner 

December 10 Diane Matlack 

December 15 Nancy Lisy 

December 20 Mary Schneider 

December 23 Bub Johnson 

December 25 Jesus Christ our Lord 

December 27 Cathy Heller 

December 28 Nick Carmona 

December 29 Bill Chapman 

December 29 Rita Lanorith 

 

A Birthday Blessing: 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; the 

Lord make his face to shine upon you and  

be gracious to you. May the Lord lift up 

his countenance upon you and give you 

peace. 

 

  

         CHURCH COUNTERS 
Would you like to help your church and be a money counter? 
We are in need of volunteers who are willing to spend about an 
hour once a month to count the church monies after service. 
There is a team of two people counting each week in the church 
office.  

If you have an interest, please contact Eileen Minett  

  609/ 296—1720    THANK YOU  



Page 7 Share The Spirit Newsletter December 2020 

 COLOR MY WORLD 
 

 Once upon a time a long, long time ago; well way before 1936 anyway, God and I were walking 

around in the nothingness. You might say we were just killing time but time hadn’t been invented yet. God 

suddenly said to me, I think I will build a world. What’s a world? I bravely asked. You’ll see God replied. So 

He made a really big square block and stepped back to look at it. Nah, He said, that will never do. So then 

with His bare hands He chipped off the corners so it became a rough, round shape. That’s better He said. 

Now it will keep Christopher Columbus out of trouble. Who? I asked with another of my brilliant queries. 

Never mind, just pay attention, said God. 

 Now it needs some gray rocks and then I’ll push a pile of them up to make purple mountains. Then 

He made trees with green and red and gold leaves to stand around the mountains. Oh, I can make rivers to 

run down the rocks into lakes and oceans. I will color the waters green, indigo blue, and turquoise. Hmm, 

that’s pretty. Over the top of all of this I will make a sky of blue with grey and fluffy white clouds to reflect 

the pink and orange sunrise and the silver moonlight. 

 God was really on a roll now and I wondered what else He had up His sleeve. 

 Just as I was thinking that He stopped and looked deep in thought. I’m missing something He said 

something very important We walked around this thing of beauty He had made and He stopped and said, 

people. It needs some people. What are people, I asked, continuing my wise and brilliant questioning. Peo-

ple, He said, Little critters who will love one another and enjoy my wonderful creation. I’ll make some tall 

and some short, and some thin ones and some chubby like you. Good thing God was too excited to notice 

the wry look on my face. 

 But then God did look down at me and said, but I don’t know what color to make them. I’ve used 

up most of the colors of the spectrum on everything else. Trying to be helpful and show my artistic style I 

said, how about magenta and chartreuse? 

 God looked down at me again with that look He would later reserve for the people’s fathers. You 

know the one, admit it. I instantly kept the rest of my suggestions to myself. 

 Hmm, He said, I haven’t used up too much red or yellow so maybe I can use those for the American 

Indians and the Asian people. (Where was He getting these names from I wondered). I can make Africans 

and Island people shades of black and brown and most of the rest can be olive, pink or white. 

 Recovering from my fear after my last ill-timed observation, being the wise guy I was then (I said 

then!) I offered: Optically speaking, I said, black is the presence of no color and white is the presence of all 

colors, which is why prisms break down white light into rainbows. The absence of light is darkness or black. 

 God looked down at me once more and said, You know, someday I’m going to make an Einstein and 

you’re not going to be him. When will I ever learn to shut my mouth? 

 So here we are today and as God had promised He made someone else Einstein. He did find a place 

for me eventually where I couldn’t do too much harm. 

 Even so, the perpetual smart alec in me wonders 

why the people aren’t happy with God’s plan. Some still 

don’t like people of a different color from them. Maybe   

magenta wasn’t such a bad idea after all. 

 

        

    Bill Meyer  9-11-13 
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STORIES BEHIND OUR MOST LOVED CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

 

 I have always loved music, playing music and singing. I now hear Christmas carols as 

early as October, stores are already selling Christmas decorations and gifts, I do prefer each 

season to arrive on its own time, however Silent Night always seems appropriate; listen to 

the words.  As St. Augustine said, “He who sings, prays twice.” Unfortunately during the pan-

demic, we cannot sing in church as a congregation or choir.  

 Christmas hymns have been around as long as Christmas has been celebrated. In fact, 

one of the earliest known Christmas hymns was written by St. Hilary of Poitiers in the year 

336 AD.  Just 23 years after Constantine legalized Christianity throughout the Roman Empire 

the hymn called “Jesus, Light of All Nations” was written.  Until the Middle Ages, Christmas 

songs were almost exclusively hymns or chants for religious services.  

 Everyone knows by heart and loves to sing Silent Night which was written by a 

priest named Father Joseph Mohr in Austria in the eighteen hundreds. Fr. Mohr asked his 

friend, Franz Gruber to compose the music to his poem but for a guitar arrangement. Stille 

Nacht or Silent Night was first heard by Austrian villagers on Christmas Eve in St. Nicholas 

Church in Oberndorf. It was played on the guitar and sung by a children’s choir. It wasn't until 

years later that Gruber wrote the carol for the organ. There are a number of manuscripts of 

various “Stille Nacht” that were written by Franz Gruber. One such manuscript of the song 

written in German and was translated into English went: 

“Silent night, holy night, Bethlehem sleeps, yet what light, floats around the heavenly pair; 

Songs of angels fills the air. Strains of heavenly peace.” 

 This Christmas carol was then translated into English by John Freeman Young as we 

know it and became one of the most recorded songs in the world. The carol was sung during 

the Christmas Truce in the 1st World War on Christmas Eve on the battlefield. It was sung in 

English, French and German as all sides knew the song.  

 There are many beautiful Christmas carols but Silent Night seems to touch our souls 

on Christmas Eve, holding lit candles, and feeling silent, holy and calm. Everyone seems to 

know this carol by heart, so although we cannot sing it this year together as a congregation 

in church, we can read or sing it at home or in your car.  You will be glad you did.             EP 

 

          Silent Night, Holy Night, all is calm, all is bright 

   Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

          Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

           Merry Christmas! Christ, the Savior is born! 
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Elaine Paul      Matt Holmberg 

Music Notes                           Music Director
          

During the Pandemic, 

there will be no choir. 



POST SCRIPTS:      

SUNDAY: Holy Eucharist:          9:30am 

Wednesday H. E.                         12:00pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE H.E.              7:30pm 

Please call patty in the office on Thursday before the Sunday 

that you plan to attend. 609-296-9618 

All prior rules and regulations apply during the pandemic. 

The services will be live-streamed  

on Facebook if you prefer. 

 We’re on the Web! 

www.holyspirittuckerton.org 

CHURCH OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 

220 E MAIN STREET 

TUCKERTON, NJ 08087 

609-296-9618 

holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net 

Rev. Canon Donald Muller 

Interim Priest in Charge 

Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt 

Associate Priest 

James Wack, Senior Warden 

Patty Martin, Office Administrator 

Elaine Paul, Newsletter 

Sharing the Spirit Newsletter 

The newsletter is one way to keep our church 

friends connected . 

On the first of every month, the newsletter for 

Church of the Holy Spirit reaches out to every-

one to communicate the Word of God to those 

who do not hear it, and to inform everyone on 

current events in the church and with some light 

laughter relief. Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed to the newsletter this year. If you 
have something that you would like to share, 

please email Elaine at epaul900@comcast.net or 

call Patty in the office by the 25th of the previous 

month. 

 

Wishing you Comfort and Joy 

Love is the answer! 

 


