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   Share the Spirit Newsletter 

 

Episcopal Church Women, 

 Are you feeling neglected? I hope not. I know that it has been a 

long time since we have met together. With church being closed, we 

have not even seen each other’s faces. And when we do, half of it is 

covered with a mask. I believe masks should be transparent. That way 

we can see the entire face and the smile. Smiles are so important. I 

hope you are smiling under yours. 

 If we had a meeting now, we would be discussing Christmas 

and the Angel Tree. I have not forgotten about this ministry that we 

do yearly. Let’s discuss how to do it this year. If you are interested in 

being on a committee to pursue this, contact me. I think we can put 

up a tree and collect donations for the same charitable causes as last 

year; Providence House, Community Options and Eagleswood 

School. 

 Our mission as Episcopal Church Women is to be disciples of 

Christ. We are to love one another. We show this love for others 

through our ministries. Our newest ministry, Washed in the Spirit, is 

working nicely. Penny has given out many gift certificates through the 

food pantry and the Main Street Laundromat tells me they are being 

used and people are grateful. Thank you ladies for your generosity. 

 In closing, I would like to say I miss our meetings and camara-

derie. I would like to thank Jean Rhoads for continuing to send cards 

to those who would benefit from a nod of acknowledgment. Please 

let us know if there is someone who we should be sending a card. 

 

 Fondly, Louise 

 

 

 

Greetings from Louise Wagner 

  Episcopal Church Women’s president 
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• It has been a long time since we have had good happenings to report. Slowly we will get 

back to “normal”?  It was wonderful to attend church and receive communion on Main 

Street again. There were 25 members attending on the first week back.  Yes, it felt so good 

to be back even with wearing the masks. We thank Father Don, Jim Wack, Jim Heller and 

the Re-opening Committee for all the work that they have done to safely bring us back 

into the church.  A video camera has been purchased to share the Sunday services with 

those who do not feel comfortable attending in the church building. This will be available 

live on our Facebook account each Sunday.  

• Have you noticed how nice the church grounds look!  We thank Jim Wack, our Senior 

Warden for having the front of the church landscaped .  We thank Mike Dunn for doing 

such a nice job. He will also work around to the other sides of the church to have a great 

curb appeal. We also want to thank our vestry for all the improvements that have been 

accomplished this year: the repairs of the sidewalks and handicap ramp were completed, 

the Undercroft remodel was completed, the doors and railings have been painted, the 

lighting has been worked on, the windows were professionally cleaned, as was the inside 

of the church for the re-opening. Kudo’s to our vestry and to those who made it possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Share The Spirit Happenings 

 

• Our outdoor signage has finally been changed along with our advertising in the newspa-

per, that we are reopened for in-church services. We have experienced three Sunday 

services now with our new protocol with about 25 members attending. It is different 

for us, but everyone realizes that the changes are required to keep us all protected dur-

ing this pandemic period in our lives. Outside you will first notice the parking cones that 

separate cars father apart. You will also see the newly potted flowers and landscaping 

touches that the Bobinski’s and Michael Dunn have made. Inside we wear masks, sanitize 

often, seat in alternate pews, and refrain from singing. Matt does a fine job singing for us. 

Communion, healing prayers, family prayers, and special recognition are done by Father 

Don Muller.  Please call the office if you plan to attend. 
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From One Pumpkin to Another …...submitted by Grace O’Conner 

A women asked her co-worker  

“What’s it like to be a Christian?  

The co-worker replied: 

“It’s like being a pumpkin. God picks you from a patch, 

brings you in and washes all the dirt off of you. Then he 

cuts the top off and scoops all the yucky stuff out. He 

remove the seeds of doubt, hate and greed. Then he  

carves you a new face and puts a light inside of you to shine for the world to see.” 

            Unknown 

Blessing of the Animals 

 
 Sunday, Oct. 4, is the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. Saint Francis was 

born in Italy in 1181. In his young adulthood, he had a conversion experi-

ence. St. Francis gave up his wealth for a life of poverty and humility. In 

1202, he formed the Friars Minor (Franciscans) with permission from the 

Pope. He later became the patron saint of animals and the environment. Therefore, on his 

feast day we celebrate the blessing of the animals. This year Father Muller will bless the ani-

mals at 1pm in the horseshoe driveway of the church.  All pets are welcome. It’s wonderful to 

see everyone with their pets and sharing them with others. However, if you like, a picture of 

your pet can be blessed. 

 This year we are collecting donations for Popcorn Park Zoo. They cannot be here with 

us, but I will take any donations that are collected to the Zoo. The wish list for the zoo can 

be found on our Church of the Holy Spirit Facebook page. It was also sent as an email to all 

on the church email list. If you wish to send a check, you can send it to the church or Pop-

corn Pop Zoo or put it in the collection basket on Sunday. 

 Thank you in advance for your generosity.  Louise 

Just a reminder… DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS   

      NOV. 1,  AT  2:00AM 

On Saturday night October 31,   

it’s time to turn your clocks back. 
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Women of the Bible 

 
  In many ways, the women mentioned in the Bible seem to be similar to women today. 

However, women have come a long way especially since August 18, 1920 when Congress rati-

fied the 19th amendment that grants women the right to vote! In some situations, there are 

those who think we still live in a patriarchal society, but most women I know have taken on 

responsibility in the outside world to help the family, to have a career or to survive in a man’s 

world. Who knows, maybe someday we may have a women president!  I must say that I have 

been blessed to have a husband who encourages strong career women. 

 The following information was taken from the Bible and a book called Women of the 

Bible. Life for a women in the Bible was mostly a patriarchal culture. Depending on their fi-

nancial status, most women cleaned, cooked, made the family clothing, cared for the children 

and then helped their husbands in the fields. Some developed household industries, such as 

making pottery and drying fish. In the Bible, men and women had to work as a team if the 

family was to survive. (Does that sound familiar in today’s world!) some things never change. 

According to Women of the Bible, daughters are mentioned 24 times in the Gospels, sons 

327 times. Mothers are mentioned 72 times, fathers 293 times. Even in the most patriarchal 

of societies, Jesus lifted up women and the role of women. God blesses women in different 

ways and they all have a different story to tell. 

 The book Women of the Bible begins alphabetically with Abigail who lived around 

1000 B.C., was the wise, strong, independent yet sensitive wife of the foolish rancher named 

Nabal, and after his death later married David. The second Abigail who lived around the same 

time was David’s sister; there are well over 100 women named in the Bible, several with the 

same name. The name Maacah is identified in the Old Testament as five different women. The 

name Mary was given to six different women that are mentioned. As stated in this book, “We 

meet many different women in the Bible, some with vital roles to play in history each with 

strengths and weaknesses each seeking to respond to God in some unique way. We find 

teachings about women’s essential nature as human beings, and teaching about their relation-

ships with men in society, in marriage and the family, and in the community of faith.” The book 

called Women of the Bible gives incite to all the different personalities by exploring their 

relationships, their roles in scripture, their historical significance and what book or books 

that they are mentioned in the Bible. It states that God has always sought women with a 

heart to change the world, passion to make a difference, and a purpose for life, no matter 

how great or small. 

 

 

 

We can’t always choose the music life plays for us but we can choose how we dance to it. 
              EP 
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A Blast From The Past  OCTOBER 2018 
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HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY TO YOU:  

 

October 5  George Lisy 

October 9  Ed Nuttall 

October 11  Ed Sink 

October 11  Gene Zick 

October 20  Ernie Tews 

October 21  Dennis Laffey 

October 22  Gloria Davis 

October 31  Marguerite Laffey 

 

A birthday  prayer:  May God bless you with His boundless love, calming peace, and 

    Heavenly joy throughout the coming year. 

    Wishing you a wonderful birthday filled with abundant blessings. 

October 31st is All Hallow’s Eve .  

 

It precedes the church’s celebration of All Saints’ 

Day on Nov.1st.  For some, there is a service that begins with the Prayer for Light with read-

ings from scripture. Some follow the service with festivities and a visit to a cemetery.  

 The popular name for this festival is Halloween. It was the eve of Samhain, a pagan 

Celtic celebration for the beginning of winter and of the ingathering of the harvest . It was a 

time when the souls of the dead were said to return to their homes and bondfires were set 

on hilltops to frighten away evil spirits. Samhain was a popular festival at the time that the 

British Isles were converted to Christianity.  

 Today’s Halloween customs were influenced by folk customs in Ireland and Scotland. 

The Eve of All Saints Day known as Halloween is known for apple bobbing, bondfires, scary 

costumes, trick or treat, Jack-o-Lanterns, harvest time, haunted houses, corn mazes, hayrides, 

and the colors of black and orange.  

This year may not be as much fun for kids but some will want to Trick or Treat 

in spite of the pandemic. Be safe. It is recommended to leave a bowl of candy in 

your driveway.  Happy Halloween! 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 
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FORT COURAGE 

A POEM BY BILL MEYER 

  

 

  

 

I built a castle by the sea 

I made it strong and tall 

Then shaped it careful as could be 

Surrounded by a wall. 

The ocean watched for quite a while 

And when it saw enough 

It gathered out about a mile 

And started to get rough. 

It nibbled near the walls a bit 

But didn’t do much harm 

Then Neptune really took a fit 

And sounded the alarm. 

The Waves came on much stronger now 

More loudly now they roared 

This insult they could not allow  

It could not be ignored. 

How rapid then approached the tide 

Advancing up the beach 

The fort untouched, the waves defiled 

I’d built it beyond reach. 

And so I pray my life to be 

Much like that fragile sand 

Protected from what troubles me 

By God’s Almighty Hand. 

 

In His Holy Light, Bill Meyer 
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Hello Autumnal Equinox 2020… for the Beauty of the Earth! 

 

 The Autumnal Equinox also known as the first day of Fall in the Northern hemisphere 

and the spring season in the Southern Hemisphere. The word “equinox” comes from the Lat-

in aequus, meaning “equal” and nox, “night”.  Depending where you live in the world,     de-

termines how equal is the daylight and nighttime; and then there is Daylight Savings Time 

which ends November 1st. 

 The astronomical start of a season is based on the position of the Earth in relation to 

the Sun. The meteorological start of a season is based on the annual temperature cycle and 

the 12 month calendar.  The signs of fall are not only the beautiful changing color of the 

leaves but the arc of the Sun across the sky each day as it starts shifting south. Have you 

heard the flocks of geese flying south? Birds and butterflies migrate along with the path of 

the sun. They know it is time to fly south. 

 The fall equinox has been a day of celebration for cultures since ancient days. At Ma-

chu Picchu in Peru, an ancient stone monument called Intihuatana which means “Hitching 

Post of the Sun” serves as a solar clock to mark the dates of the change of seasons; In Mexi-

co, the Mayans built a giant pyramid called Chichen Itza. On the equinoxes, the pyramid looks 

as if a snake is making its way down the steps; In England, Stonehenge was built with the sea-

sons in mind. 

 Did you know that during the equinox, you can stand an egg on its end according to an 

old-wife’s tale. It’s fun to try or not! 

 Have you ever watched a Harvest Moon? It is large, beautiful and this phenomenon oc-

curs due to the low angle the Moon’s orbit around Earth that happens this time of the year.

 NASA, says the equinoxes are prime time for Northern Lights if you are far enough 

North to see them. 

 Loving God’s earth and the change of seasons is something that we must take care of. 

As the hymn states:  

For the beauty of the earth… 

Christ our God, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

The Fall Equinox began two weeks ago on September 22nd.   Welcome to Autumn! 

             EP 

Music Notes:  (During the pandemic    Music Director: 

Elaine Paul   there will be no choir in church)         Matt Holmberg 
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October 19 Saint Luke the Evangelist 

Saint Luke is the author of the Gospel according to Luke and the 
Acts of the Apostles. He is known as a physician, historian and 
evangelist.  As a physician he is known with the church’s ministry 
of healing. His gospel is know for the parables of the Good Sa-
maritan and the Prodigal son. Luke gives special emphasis to the 
worth and status of women. He is sometimes pictured as a painter 
making Christ known through art. 

 

October 23 Saint James of Jerusalem 

   Brother of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Saint James is traditionally acknowledged as the author of the 
epistle of James and is known for his piety and holiness. He pre-
sided at the council of Jerusalem which dealt with issues that di-
vided Jewish and Gentile Christians. According to 1 Corinthians 
15:7, he witnessed an appearance of Christ after the resurrection. 
This year Saint James is celebrated on Sunday, Oct 25, 2020, the 
last Sunday after Pentecost. 

 

October 28 Saint Simon and  

   Saint Jude, Apostles 

 

Saint Simon was one of the most obscure among Jesus’ apos-
tles. Tradition claims Saint Simon carved the Christian faith to 
Egypt, Cyrene, Mauretania, Armenia and Persia.  

    

Saint Jude, also known as Thaddeus & Lebbaeus, one of the 
twelve apostles was known as the “patron of hopeless causes.” 
After his martyrdom, pilgrims came to his grave to pray and expe-
rienced the powerful intercessions of St. Jude. According to tradi-
tion Saint Simon and Saint Jude worked and died together.  

 

 Principal Feasts in the October Church Year Calendar 



POST SCRIPTS:      

SUNDAY  EUCHARIST:            9:30 am 

Please call Patty in the office on Thursday before the Sunday 

that you plan to attend.   609-296-9618 

All prior rules and regulations apply. 

 

The service will be live-streamed on Facebook if you prefer. 

 

 

 We’re on the Web! 

www.holyspirittuckerton.org 

CHURCH OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 

220 E MAIN STREET 

TUCKERTON, NJ 08087 

609-296-9618 

holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net 

Rev. Canon Donald Muller 

Interim Priest in Charge 

Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt 

Associate Priest 

James Wack, Senior Warden 

Patty Martin, Office Administrator 

Elaine Paul, Newsletter 

 

 

Be the living expression of God’s kindness: 

Kindness in your face, 

Kindness in your eyes, 

           Kindness in your smile. 

           Mother Teresa 

November 3rd, Election Day! 

 

Since the 1800’s women have fought, organized, 

petitioned, and picketed to win the right to vote. 

Congress passed and ratified the 19th amend-

ment granting women the right to vote.  Ladies, 

this is our right, please be sure to vote 

by Election Day, Tuesday, November 3rd.  

And men, back in 1868 only white men 21 and 

older who owned land could vote.  We have 

come a long way . Voting is the foundation of our 

democracy. It is our right and duty to do so. 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE! 

Falling Leaves 

Pumpkin Pie 

Clouds in the sky 

Cool sweater weather 

Sports galore 

Halloween candy 

How can one not love the 

month of October! 

Stay healthy 

 

God’s Masterpiece ~ 

Happy Autumn 


