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  Share The Spirit Newsletter 

 

ANTI-RACISM WORKSHOP… 

 

Both of our church’s vestry's and the discernment committee (Saint 

Stephens of Waretown, and Church of the Holy Spirit) met with Rev. 

Mark Van Sant and Canon Noreen Duncan, with Paul Wolfgang assist-

ing, for the workshop.  This is an activity for all churches going 

through transition. It was effectively conducted on Zoom and was 

attended by 25 people. It addressed the Church, our religion, and our 

society as individuals. 

There were three main activities that were presented: 

1. We began with everyone reciting the Baptismal Covenant: 

 “Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your    

 neighbor as yourself?” 

 “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 

 respect the dignity of every human being?” 

2. The second part was a video of an education class on DNA with 

teens in a laboratory setting. They were a mixed group of race 

and gender, but when analyzing their DNA components, found 

that there were not the differences that they expected. The work-

shop provided additional thoughts from the participants. 

3. The final part was also a video of racial profiling of indigenous na-

tives in the mid-west. It portrayed the extensive damage to these 

people and their culture, caused by actions at the highest levels of 

our societies’ government for over hundreds of years. 

The conclusion of this exercise was to address qualities of anti-

racism in our call for a new priest. The workshop also caused the at-

tendees to reassess how the action of our church and members can 

be misinterpreted by others. 

 

Sincerely, Jim Heller and vestry. 

        Greetings from Your Vestry 
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 We were so... so happy to be back in our Church of the Holy Spirit for 

the Easter services and Holy Eucharist.  We thank everyone who has 

made this possible.  We thank Joyce Barrett for her contribution for the Palms for Palm 

Sunday. We thank Father Don for being there for us for all the services and we thank our 

Covid Committee for all that they have done to keep us informed and continue to do so 

during this pandemic. This has been a long worrisome year for all of us and now with 

proper protocols, WE ARE BACK! (unless otherwise notified). 

 The Vestry met on April 13th . Discussed and approved was a request from the diocese to 

gather information from the church archives or parishioners, on all people that were bap-

tized, married, or died belonging to Church of the Holy Spirit. This is being requested by 

the diocese going back as far as 1945 in conjunction with Ancestry.com.  

 Have you seen an improvement in the looks of the church’s grounds? The flowers are 

blooming and the grounds are being cared for. There is more to come, Watch and see! 

 Plans are under way to plan another picnic in September.  As other plans happen with          

     St. Stephens, we will be notified.  

 The vestry made it possible to give away 79 dinners from the Dynasty Diner to those in 

need for an Easter dinner. Elaine and Tom Paul worked with Dino at the Diner on Saturday 

to give away 50 ham dinners, and Dennis and Marguerite Laffey worked with Dino on 

Easter Sunday to give away 29 dinners. Thanks to everyone who made this possible. The 

recipient’s were grateful for this meal and donated a few dollars back to the church. 

 Father Don commissioned the wardens, vestry, delegates to the Diocesan Convention and 

delegates to the Atlantic Convocation on April 18th. The following were acknowledged.  

Jim Wack, Sr. Warden; Chris Bobinski, Jr Warden; Vestry members: Jim Heller, Louise Wag-

ner, Dennis Laffey, Lynn Robbins, Barbara Lansing, & Barbara Bermel; Tom & Elaine Paul, 

delegates to the Diocesan Convention, and Eileen Minett & Louise Wagner, delegates to 

the Atlantic Convocation. (Note: B. Bermel was voted to the vestry at the March meeting.) 

 The ECW has grocery cards , so if you shop at Acme or ShopRite please call Grace 

O’Connor (609-294-1093) for a gift card. The church only makes money on dollars spent. 

So let’s make a little money for our church.  

 Ladies, please note, on May 16, is ECW Sunday & there will be an ECW meeting after 

church. We hope that you will be able to attend.  

  Share The Spirit Happenings 

 It is said “pride goeth before a fall”, but I cant help being proud of my young granddaughter,     

Veronica, age 21 being elected as a Junior Warden of the oldest Episcopal Church in the 

Diocese (1685 St. Peter’s Church in Perth Amboy, NJ). Veronica is also working toward enter-

ing the Priesthood.. YOU GO GIRL!!     Bill Meyer 
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Sunday May 9              MOTHERS DAY 

 

The 5th Commandment says “Honor your father and your mother, that your days 

may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you”.  I can’t imag-

ine not loving my mother, not loving the feeling I have being a mother, or the re-

spect that I have for other mothers. In 1914 President Wilson signed a proclama-

tion declaring the second Sunday in May “a public expression of our love and rev-

erence for the mothers of our country”. Let us acknowledge, love and remember 

our mothers and every woman who has mothered, not just today but            

everyday! 

For smiles and maybe a thought for today... 

There are many different meanings and pronunciations of the English   

language and I suppose that is why it is called the most difficult language 

to learn by people of other countries. Here are a few examples: 

 You can drink a drink but you can’t food a food. 

 The word “queue” is just a Q followed by four silent letters. 

 Why is the “w” called a “Double-U” when it is clearly a “Double-V”? 

 Is the “S” or “C” in the word “scent” silent? 

Here are a few comments to make you think or smile or groan. 

 Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie. 

 My wife said I never listen to her, or something like that. 

 I have a pencil that used to be owned by William Shakespeare. But he chewed 

it a lot. Now I can’t tell if it’s 2B or not 2B. 

 Lance is a very uncommon name today, but in Medieval times people were 

called Lance A Lot. 

 In the Bible, Pharaoh's daughter went to the bank of the Nile and drew out a 

little profit! 

 Who was the greatest moneyman in the Bible? Noah. He was floating his stock 

while everyone else was in liquidation. 

Smile, the sun is shining, the weather is turning warm and it is May! 
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Principal Feasts and Holy Days 

 May 1 Saint Philip and Saint James, the Apostles 

 Two of the twelve apostles of Jesus.  James was a 

 fisherman by trade. Philip was from Galilee and  

 belonged to a small group following John the Baptist. 

 May 13  Ascension Day 
 This feast marks the day that Jesus rose into  

 heaven after his resurrection. On the liturgical  

 calendar,  Ascension Day takes place 40 days after Easter.        

 Jesus sits on the Right hand of God as stated in the Apostles  

 Creed. This celebration is believed to date back to the fourth  

 century. 

 May 23 Pentecost 

 The 50th day and Seventh Sunday after Easter is one of the  

 Seven principal feast days on the church calendar. This is the  

 gift of the Spirit. A day when the Spirit of God descended on  

 the followers of Jesus. The color of the day is red to remind us of 

 the fire of the Spirit. 

 May 30 Trinity Sunday 

 The Sunday after Pentecost refers to the Three Persons of  

 God: (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) 

 May 31 The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 As recorded in the Gospel of Luke, the visit of the Blessed  

 Virgin Mary who was pregnant with Jesus visits her cousin  

 Elizabeth who was pregnant with John the Baptist.  The      

 Magnificat is also known as the Song of Mary,  and is associated 

 with this meeting. 

Condolences: 

Helene Tinston… 
 Helene was a member of Holy Spirit and resided in the  Atlantis section of Little Egg Harbor. 

She returned to Luxemburg a few years ago to live with her niece. Our fond memory of her 

was playing Rummikub at the Card and Game days at the church. Helene passed 

away in March at the age of 92.   Please pray for Helene and her family.             

May her soul and the souls of all the departed rest in peace. 
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A Blast From The Past  2019 
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HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO YOU:  

May 5  Joyce Barrett 

May 6  Delaney Glock 

May 8  Fr. Walter Hartt 

May 10 Brianna Glock 

May 18 Judy Murphy 

May 21 Tori Johnson 

May 24 Esther Graham, 

  Ray Graham 

May 31 Kathie LaRocca & Joe LaRocca 

       FLY YOUR AMERICAN FLAG 

 
May is a time to acknowledge and show your allegiance to the flag of the 

United States of America! As our national anthem says, “O say does that 

star-spangled banner yet wave o’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!” 

May 15th is Armed Forces Day, which honors those who currently serve in all branches 

of the United States military. 

May 22nd is National Maritime Day, this day was created in commemoration of the first 

transoceanic voyage via steamboat in the 1800’s. This holiday recognizes the efforts of the 

U.S. Merchant Marines, Coast Guards & US Army Corps of Engineers during both war and 

peace. 

May 31st is Memorial Day,  a poignant reminder of the  men and women who served for 

our country and our flag and a time to thank God for them. 

May the Lord bless you and 

keep you; May the  Lord 

make his face to shine upon 

you, and be gracious to you; 

May the Lord lift up his  

countenance upon you and 

give you peace today and 

everyday. Amen. 

Putting God’s Love Into Action… 

A significant way of spreading God’s love is to care for each other. Church of the Holy Spirit 

has created a list of volunteers who are willing to help members of our congregation with 

various needs they have. For example: ride to a doctor’s office, ride to get a vaccination, gro-

cery shopping, pharmacy pickups, nurse visit, reassurance calls. This is by no means a compre-

hensive list. We are still adding to the list of volunteers. If you can help someone with your 

time and talent or if you need assistance in any way,  please call Patty in the church office. 

(609-296-9618)  More information coming next month in the newsletter. 
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Over the years, Bill Meyer has given me many of his poems and literary masterpieces for use 

in the newsletters. They are all different lengths but each has a special meaning that he con-

veys. This month, I would like to include a few of the writings that I received from him for 

our May newsletter.  What a gift, God has given to this man.              Thank you Bill Meyer ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Meyer 

    

SPIRIT 

 

Even though we now cannot  

Lift our voice in song 

We still can raise our caring heart 

In love forever long. 

 

WJM  

6/14/20 

Mistaken Angel 

My wings are in a tangle 

The feathers make me sneeze 

My halo’s at an angle 

My robe feels every breeze 

I never was an angel 

Nor did I expect to be 

But maybe now the change’ll 

Reveal God’s plan for me. 

MEMORIAL DAY 

The crosses line up in a row, 

And Stars of David also show. 

Where we lost the cream of youth 

Dying to defend the truth. 

They sacrificed the dream they had. 

To keep the world from turning bad. 

But we spin on forgetting all 

The reasons why they heard the call. 

We sell our cars and wash machines, 

Forget our Sailors and Marines. 

Our Airmen and brave Soldiers too, 

Died not for bargains, but for you. 

So FLY your FLAG this holiday, 

Let their spirits rise and say. 

Hear Freedom ring across this land, 

For Liberty we took a stand. 
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Musical Notes:                   Music Director:  

Elaine Paul              Matthew Holmberg 

 

 

 

REJOICE, YE PURE IN HEART 

 

Our 1982 Hymnal has two versions of this hymn. The music on pg. 556 is written in a differ-

ent key from the same hymn on pg 557. The words were written by Edward Hayes Plumptre 

in the 1800’s. This is a happy and uplifting tune that is easy to sing and to listen to.   Edward H. 

Plumptre was a well known Anglican scholar, author, theologian and preacher. He served as 

chaplain of King’s College, was dean of Wells Cathedral and he was also a poet. Rejoice Ye 

Pure In Heart came about as he was preparing the choir in the majestic, towering cathedral 

of Peterborough, England in 1865.  He focused his thoughts on two passages of Scripture:  

  Psalm 20:5:   We will rejoice in your salvation, and in the name of our God we will set 

    up our banners. 

  Philippians 4:4:  Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice.  

 

Inspired by those verses, Edwards began writing: 

 Rejoice ye pure in heart; rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

 Your glorious banner wave on high, The cross of Christ your King. 

 Rejoice, Rejoice, Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

Hopefully in the not to distance future, we will all be able to sing in church again. 

 

Due to the fact that the Peterborough Cathedral has such a long isle to process, Edward 

wrote at least eleven stanzas in all just to move the choir down the isle with the music.  Our 

1982 Hymnal only has 7 of the verses. 

It is said that Peterborough Cathedral is one of the oldest and most beautiful Norman cathe-

drals in England. Founded as a monastic community in 654 AD, it became one of the most sig-

nificant medieval abbeys in the country, the burial place of two queens and the scene of civil 

war upheavals. Located 76 miles north of London, on the River Nene, the cathedral is histori-

cally part of Northamptonshire.  Peterborough Cathedral is properly named the Cathedral 

Church of St Peter, St Paul and St Andrew and is the seat of the Anglican Bishop of Peterbor-

ough.  The statues of the three saints of whom the cathedral is named, were created to look 

down from three high gables on to the cathedral. 

Organ recitals and choirs were still performed in the cathedral up until the pandemic in 

2020.                                                                                                                                                              EP 
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 As we enjoy our long Memorial Day Weekend, let us remember and think about 
how the freedoms that we enjoy were made by all the men and women who sacri-
ficed their lives for our country in the Civil War, World War I, World War II, Korean 
War, and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Originally called Decoration Day by Gen-
eral John Logan, leader of an organization for Northern Civil War Veterans, he called 
for a nationwide day of remembrance on the 30th of May. That day was chosen as it 
wasn't the anniversary of any particular battle. In 1967 federal law declared 
“Memorial Day” the official name. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visit-
ing cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in parades. 
The WW I poem “In Flanders Fields” inspired the Memorial Day custom of wearing 
red artificial poppies. The sale of poppies has supported the work of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. There are many customs associated with this day as it is customary 
on Memorial Day to fly the flag at half-staff until noon, then raise it to the top of the 
staff until sunset. 

   Have you ever visited Arlington National Cemetery or do you have a relative buried 
there? It stirs up a complex range of emotions from sorrow and pride to reverence 
and grace. It’s rows of chalk white headstones on rolling, green northern Virginia land 
encompasses  hundreds of  acres in this hallowed ground of this national treasure. 
There are over 400,000 buried here to date with some 25-30 funerals taking place 
every day. To be buried there, one must be an active duty military or retired reserv-
ists, recipients of the military’s highest honors, and former Prisoners of War. What an 
honor and a sacrifice. The first soldier to be buried there was Pvt. William Christman 
21, of the 67th Pennsylvania Infantry in May of 1864. In 1921, Congress approved 
the burial of an unidentified serviceman from WW I to take place at Arlington National 
Cemetery. In 1932, Congress approved the funds to proceed with the project and 
build the engraved, marble monument we see today. In 1958, unknown soldiers from 
WW II and the Korean War were interned on either side of the original soldier. Since 
1948, this sacred ground has been protected 24 hours a day, 365 days a year in all 
kinds of weather. Every hour on the hour, a highly choreographed, solemn and pow-
erful changing of the guard occurs as one soldier relieves the other of their post.  

   Jackie Kennedy wanted President John F. Kennedy buried at Arlington and to have 
a monument of an eternal flame to symbolize her husband’s commitment to his coun-
try. Only two U.S. Presidents are buried here, J.F. Kennedy and William Howard Taft. 

   In 1971, the Uniform Monday Holiday Act shifted Memorial Day from May 30 to the 
last Monday in May. Memorial Day 2021 will occur on Monday, May 31st.  

 Enjoy the weekend, be safe and remember those who have secured our freedom. 

     God Bless America!      
              EP 

“Remember May 31st” 



POST SCRIPTS:     Did you miss it? 

SUNDAY  EUCHARIST:                            9:30 am 

Please call the office by Thursday of each week if you plan 

to come to church in person. Please wear a mask, use hand 

sanitizer, and stay six feet between others.  

 

All services are live-streamed on facebook . 

               

 We’re on the Web! 

www.holyspirittuckerton.org 

CHURCH OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 

220 E MAIN STREET 

TUCKERTON, NJ 08087 

609-296-9618 

holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net 

Rev. Canon Donald Muller 

Interim Priest in Charge 

Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt 

Associate Priest 

James Wack, Senior Warden 

Patty Martin, Office Administrator 

Elaine Paul, Newsletter 

May 9, 2021 

Praise the Lord, all you nations;  

Laud him, all you peoples. 

For his loving-kindness toward us is great, 

And the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever,  

Hallelujah! 

Psalm 117 

May 23, 2021 

PENTECOST 

Your flame above apostles burned, 

And Christ’s commandment  

Was confirmed. 

So spark my faith to action’s fire: 

CREATE 

RENEW 

  RESTORE 

INSPIRE 

 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me.                 Psalm 51:10 


