Share The Spirit Newsletter
STEWARDSHIP
It is that time of the year that the church ramps up our funding and stewardship drives.
It is also a great time to acknowledge our members who have contributed much to our
success– a sort of “Wall of Fame” recognition.
We would like to present two such members that have been instrumental in the
church’s success:
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Ernie Tews is departing from his second stint as Junior Warden at Holy Spirit.
He once mentioned his engineering background at a coffee hour, and before his
coffee cooled, Father Terry had him working the “to do list” as the new Junior
Warden. His most recent re-assignment followed a similar pattern with Jim
Wack doing the recommendation. This was not the only area where Ernie
applied his knowledge and skills. He served Holy Cross Church in North Plainfield, NJ for 40 years, as warden, treasurer, chaired the art shows, antique
shows, and three terms on their vestry. Ernie performed a key role in Holy
Spirit’s outreach to the community from the time he joined our parish. He
started the community dinners in 2006 with Fr. Terry and expanded that effort
for the “restore the shore” volunteer workers immediately after Storm Sandy.
He continued with his planning and cooking meals for our town people in a
communal setting after the Sandy efforts were completed. We are extremely
fortunate to have Ernie and Anna as members and friends in our congregation.
Bill Meyer is also departing our vestry after his three years serving on the
board. Bill, also known as our “poet laureate”, frequently contributes to our
newsletter with insightful and thought provoking pieces that are so welcoming in
these trying times. Here is one such story that I think you will appreciate:
“Back in the early 70’s I asked a young lady to marry me. She said “yes” only if
we get married in the family’s church St. Peters in Perth Amboy, NJ. So I became an Episcopalian. It didn’t take to long to be approached by a vestry member to be nominated for a position in the church. From that day on and for over
40 years I served my church. I served as head of the Parish Council, head usher,
counter, and other committees. I was a Junior Warden and twice served as
Senior Warden. I also tried out for the ECW but couldn’t pass the physical. I
had more keys on my belt than the guards at Alcatraz. It has been a distinct
honor and pleasure to serve with the leadership of Holy Spirit Church. Our
wardens, vestry and especially our clergy are certainly an all star team. I love
having been a small part of it. The time has come, however, when the body
doesn’t listen to what the head commands, so it is with great regret that I must
leave this work to the willing and able. I thank you all for your support, prayers
and love which has been important to my family and me. May our gracious Lord
keep you always in the palm of his hand. Gratefully, Bill.”
Both Ernie and Bill are inspirations to our members and we all wish them the
best in their next assignments at Holy Spirit.
Jim Wack & the Vestry
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HAPPY NEW YEAR AND LET US PRAY THAT THE PANDEMIC WILL
BE IRRADICATED. We look forward to having a vaccine so
that we can get back to our (normal?) lives.
It has been two years since Father Don and Lynn Muller graced our doors at Holy Spirit.
We thank them for being here for us as and as part of our congregation. They have
brought much warmth and happiness to Holy Spirit.
In December it was one year since Matt Holmberg joined Holy Spirit as our talented
Music Director. Since the pandemic, our choir has been on hold, however we have been
blessed to have Matt who has taken over to give us music each week during our services
on Sunday. Thank you Matt!
Thank you to Jim Wack and Jim Heller for decorating the church for Christmas. Thanks to
Anna Tews for ordering the flowers, and to all the Altar Guild members who work each
week during the pandemic. Thanks to Matt for his music, the readers, ushers, counters,
the vestry, and all who make our services possible during these trying times. Thanks to
Father Don and Father Hartt for all that they do for Holy Spirit.
Another delicious turkey Christmas dinner was made possible from the church to those
who might not have had a Christmas dinner. The Dynasty Diner worked with the vestry at
Holy Spirit again for Christmas, while Chris B, Louise W, and Pat Johnson made it happen.
Thanks to everyone involved.
Plans are that our Annual Meeting will take place on January 17th in the church (if the
pandemic does not get any worse) and also on facebook. More details will be coming.
There will be open seats on the Vestry. Louise Wagner will stay on in her position, Chris
Bobinski will take Ernie Tew’s position of Junior Warden therefore making her seat open.
Since Bill Meyer is also leaving the vestry, that leaves two open vestry positions. Nominations and voting will be through the mail. The new budget for 2021 will be discussed at
the Annual Meeting.
The Discernment Committee along with the committee from St. Stephens anticipates selecting a Priest in Charge by June of 2021. More info coming. If you are new with us at
Holy Spirit, we welcome you.
If you would like to be included on the mailing list of our monthly Share the Spirit Newsletter, please call the office at 609-296-9618.
The year 2021 promises to be hopeful and encouraging with the introduction of the new
vaccines. Let us all pray that we can once again enjoy our fundraising, community dinners,
meetings, and services with less fear from the COVID 19 virus and let us all stay healthy.
Let us be loving, be patient, be faithful, and be kind.
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Principal Feasts and Holy Days on the January Calendar
January 1

Holy Name of our Lord Jesus Christ…

Celebrating the day that Jesus was named & circumcised. The name Jesus
is from the Hebrew Joshua or Yahweh. Devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus is particularly derived from Philistines 2: 9-11, which states that God
highly exalted Jesus “and gave him the name that is above every name, so
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth.”

January 6

Epiphany of our Lord…

The manifestation of God to the people of the earth. Celebrated 12 days
after Christmas, in Western Christianity, we celebrate the feast commemorating the visit of the Magi. The day was called The Feast of Lights.

January 7

Feast of the Nativity…

It is Christmas and one of the most joyful days in the Eastern Orthodox
religions dated from the early 3rd century. It ranks next to the resurrection of Jesus. The Feast of the Nativity is also known as the “Incarnation of
Christ” when Jesus became a man and came into the world to save us.

January 10

Baptism of our Lord…

As Jesus came to John the Baptist while he was baptizing people in the
River Jordan, he also was baptized. As he came up out of the water,
heaven was opened and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove
on him. Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my own dear son with
whom I am pleased.” As a major event in the life of Jesus, his baptism is
mentioned in three Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke.

January 18

Confession of St Peter the Apostle..

Peter who was first named Simon, was named Peter by Jesus, which means
“rock”. He was also known as Simon Peter. As a strong leader of the disciples and the church and a devoted witness to Christ, he was involved in
miraculous healings. Peter was crucified head down at his own request.

January 25

Conversion of St Paul the Apostle..

Saint Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus was the turning point in
his spiritual life. There he met Jesus and was converted heart and soul to
the Christian faith. He stopped persecuting early Christians and followed
Jesus. Scholars acknowledge that Paul authored many books of the Bible.
He is believed to have been martyred in Rome under Nero around 64 AD.

Page 3

Page 4

Vol. 11, Issue 1

The Lord’s Prayer
We all say the Lord’s Prayer by heart, but do we really think about the meaning of the words? I am
sure everyone interprets each phrase differently, but here is one Christian interpretation:
Our Father who art in Heaven…

Reaffirming our relationship of love with God.

Hallowed be thy name…

God’s name, Jesus’ name, the Lord’s name is
sacred and holy and is to be greatly revered
and honored.

Thy kingdom come…

It is God’s kingdom and we are waiting for
him to come in power

Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven…

The act of believing that the will of God is His
not ours.

Give us this day our daily bread…

Asking for nourishment of our bodies &
our souls through the communion with Christ.

And forgive us our trespasses…

Asking for absolution of our sins

As we forgive those who trespass against us…

Replacing resentment with God’s love

And lead us not into temptation….

Asking God to help us with our human weak
nesses.

But deliver us from evil…

Asking God to answer our fears of sin

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever and ever:
Our acknowledgement of God’s never ending
power and love.

Amen
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Remembering The Past January 2015
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HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY TO YOU:
January 4
January 5

Pat Johnson
Dan Schneider

January 5 Rick Mellerup
January 11 Evie Brown
January 14 Mother Martha
January 15 Anna Tews
January 20 Jim Robbins
January 24 Ann Conkling
January 24 Judy Debes
January 27 Woodrow Skeeter
January 31 Kathy Haines

A Birthday Prayer
from the Book of Common Prayer
O God, our times are in your
hand; Look with favor, we pray, on
your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may
grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen their trust in your
goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we have missed anyone’s birthday, please call the office to let us know.
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS… do we make them? do we keep them?
Have you ever wondered where New Year’s resolutions began and why.
The Babylonians made promises to their gods at the start of each year that they would return borrowed objects like farm equipment and cooking tools and to pay off debts. Then the
Romans began each year by making promises to the god Janus, for whom the month of January is named. Many religious traditions took place during the years which included similar
acts during Lent; Regardless resolutions reflect self-improvements.
Have you ever made a New Year’s resolution and kept it? According to Wikipedia, at the start
of the 21st century, about 40% of the people did keep such resolutions such as loosing
weight, quitting smoking and exercising. If you fail, perhaps you had unrealistic goals. I wonder
if 2021 will make people accountable to others after this pandemic. Will you make a checklist
and check it twice? Will you promise our Lord that you will be a better Christian after
COVID-19? What has this pandemic taught us?
Let us hope that we get the vaccine and get back to a peaceful world where we
can thank God for our health every day and promise to follow our faith during
2021 and after. EP
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SOUTHERN COMFORT REST AREA
Many years ago while driving along a boring highway in some
Southern state I noticed a welcome sign. It said Comfort Station. Having
driven for house on that busy road that sign was a Godsend. I anxiously
looked forward to hobbling in there. It took some time to peel myself
out of the car.
Some years later it dawned on me. There was some similarity of
that sign to my church. It is a welcome place and it certainly is comforting. It is also a place that can relieve pain.You can quench your thirst and
provide strength as do the vending machines there. It also provides room
to stretch, breathe deep and clear your vision of things that were only a
blur not long ago.
So now I hope you have found another place where you can leave
the traffic behind and perhaps even refuel to aid you in safely arriving at
your final destination.
Along for the ride,
Bill Meyer

CONDOLENCES:
Kathleen Dupree, sister of Patty Martin, (our office administrator) died in
December. Our sincere condolences to Patty and her family.
May Kathleen’s souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace.
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MUSICAL NOTES:

Music Director:
Matthew Holmberg

Music is a language that transcends time, cultures and continents. Most faiths use music as an integral
component of worship; Christianity is certainly no exception. Within the Christian church, music has
evolved with time, starting out with Gregorian Chant and progressing to modern day praise and worship
songs. Some Christian music that has survived the test of time are hymns. Hymns are used in just about
every type of Christian church, from the Catholic church to most non-denominational congregations.
Hymns are beautiful poems set to music, that, along with a melody and three additional parts of harmony,
weave a musical tapestry which takes the congregant on a deeper journey into his or her faith. Hymns
help to interpret the stories of the Bible, and to tell the message of Jesus’ love using vocabulary that is
rich and oft forgotten.
The most common instrument used to play the hymns and accompany the singers is the organ, followed
most certainly by the piano. The classic organ has stood the test of time in churches, even as modern
technology has encroached increasingly into the musical realm of many congregations. The organ
provides a plethora of sounds, most of which replicate other known wind instruments such as the flute,
trumpet and low brass. With the many rows of keys, known as manuals, along with the vast array of foot
pedals, buttons and knobs, organists can play any combination of sounds from the meek and soothing to
the robust and powerful. The organ, if played well, can encourage a congregation or a choir to sing a
hymn just a little bit better. It can inspire a room full of people, sometimes to tears! Just like the notes and
text of a hymn is diverse and tells a story, so is the church organ.
The piano is a relatively new instrument to the world, having only been created around the year 1700. As
with any new musical invention, it found its way into the churches of the time, and continues to play a vital
role today. Many modern day churches forego the use of an organ altogether in favor of using the piano.
While not as diverse as the organ, the piano has found a comfortable home within many church homes. It,
too, can play subtly, or with great zeal. Unlike the organ, the piano tends to transcend musical styles,
which many modern day churches use in their services to great effect. It’s no longer uncommon or
strange to hear jazz harmonies, driving rock lines or modern chord accompaniment coming out of many
church pianos. That is a flexibility that the organ certainly lacks.
Many modern day churches, in an effort to stay current and reach across generations, use other
instruments such as guitars, both electric and acoustic, synthesizer keyboards, electric basses and drum
sets within their sanctuaries. The last three decades have seen a rise in all types of modern praise and
worship music, from rock to pop, country and rap, all with the same objective as hymn singing - to tell the
message of the Bible and to worship our Lord and Savior. Oftentimes, the lyrics are not as poetic as those
of the hymns we have grown to know and love, but praise and worship music need not use flowery
vernacular to reach the souls of those who sing and listen to it.
No matter what type of music you like to hear or sing in church or out, we are told in Colossians 3:16, “Let
the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” One day, we will

all sing together, friends, and I cannot wait to hear your voices!
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FRIENDS and LAUGHTER
I have found that friends are worry erasers. Nothing helps alleviate worry better
than a visit from a supportive and caring friend who knows just what to say and do to
make you feel on top of the world again. During these days of virtual and distance
gatherings, our phones and computers have become our best friend to communicate
with the world. These are hard times and laughter is therapeutic. Doctors and therapists have a prescription for helping us get through this pandemic:
Try a little laughter. Laughter releases nitric oxide, a chemical that relaxes blood
vessels, reduces blood pressure and stress hormones. Laughter is strong medicine.
It triggers healthy physical and emotional changes in the body. Laughter strengthens
your immune system, boosts mood, diminishes pain and protects you from the damaging effects of stress. Science has proven why the Bible tells us to laugh—it’s good
for our health! There are references in the Bible telling us to laugh as mentioned in
Genesis, Job, The Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and many more. Remember, God
always has the last laugh! A good laugh makes us better friends with ourselves and
those around us. So call or email a friend and enjoy a good laugh. EP
Oh, by the way: How many Episcopalians does it take to change a light bulb? 12;
One to do the work and eleven to serve on the committee. What light bulb?! My
grandmother gave that light bulb! And…
The dumbest thing I ever bought was a 2020 planner!
2019: Stay away from negative people.

And…

2020: Stay away from positive people.

Laughter is free so go ahead and laugh with me!

CHURCH OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT
220 E MAIN STREET
TUCKERTON, NJ 08087
609-296-9618
holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net
Rev. Canon Donald Muller
Interim Priest in Charge
Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt
Associate Priest
James Wack, Senior Warden
Patty Martin, Office Administrator

Sunday Holy Eucharist

9:30 am

Sunday Healing Prayers

9:35am

Wednesday Bible Study

10:30am

Wednesday Holy Eucharist

12:00pm

Please call Patty in the office before the day that you plan
to attend. 609-296-9618
All prior rules and protocols apply during the pandemic.

Elaine Paul, Newsletter

The services will be live-streamed
on facebook if you prefer.

We’re on the Web!
www.holyspirittuckerton.org

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

2021

GOD BLESS US ALL
POST SCRIPTS:
Prayer for 2021
Lord, we pray for protection, safety,
health, peace of mind and heart.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with all essential workers who serve the public
and that we may be able to get back
to some semblance of a normal life
with smiles on our faces and love in
our hearts.
We thank You for what we do have.
Lord hear our prayer and let us
never forget that our lives depend on
one another. Amen.

