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Greetings from Your Vestry and Senior Warden
After review and discussion the Vestry approved the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Affiliation with St. Stephens on October 13, 2020. The
vestry of St. Stephen’s, Waretown has also approved
the MOU. The signed document has been forwarded
to the Bishop for review and concurrence.
The major highlights of the MOU are:
 Both churches remain in operation and be financially independent of each
other.
 We will have a common Priest-in-Charge alternating Sunday services between the churches.
 We will utilize common Associate Priest’s for use at both churches (current
plans are to use The Reverends Don Muller, Walter Hartt, and Rosemary
Lillis).








Our church services will remain at 9:30am.
The Priest-in-Charge will apportion approximately two-thirds of their time
at St. Stephens Episcopal Church and one-third at Holy Spirit Episcopal
Church.
The compensation package for the Priest-in-Charge will be apportioned at
67% St. Stephens and 33% Holy Spirit.
Many Non-Routine Services (i.e. Christmas, Good Friday, Ash Wednesday)
will be scheduled so that the Priest-in-Charge can be present at services in
both churches. Other services (i.e. All Saints Day) will be combined at alternate locations. There will be a yearly calendar published.
The Priest-in-Charge will be able to provide Pastoral Care for both parishes.

Our next major step will be to re-appoint a discernment committee to work
jointly with St. Stephens to start the formal Discernment Process. Their initial
task will be to review the existing Discernment documentation and revise as
needed to support the new joint effort.
The vestry will review and approve the Discernment documentation before it is
released to the Bishop.
Faithfully,
Jim Wack, Senior Warden
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Congratulations to the Committee who worked on the Memorandum of Understanding between Saint Stephens’ Church and Holy Spirit. Thanks to all who continue to
work diligently on this project.
November 1st is the day that we TURN BACK our clocks one hour. (FALL BACK) (It
gets dark early now; where did the sunshine go?)
November 1st is also All Saints Day that will be celebrated at the Holy Eucharist. Presiding Bishop Curry and the National Cathedral is hosting live streamed prayers and music
Holding on to Hope: A National Service for Healing and Wholeness, on All Saints Sunday from
4:00-5:30 pm EST. on the Episcopal website or facebook.
November 3rd is Election Day. It is your privilege and right to vote.
On Nov. 4, via Zoom, the Diocese is offering a Post-Election Prayer Vigil at 8pm. Register now: http://bit.ly/ElectionVigil. Join Bishop Stokes to pray for our nation and one another regardless of who wins the election.
Autumn is a time to clean out your closets again. Our clothing bin is still in our parking
lot, it was just moved to a different location. Please use this bin as it makes money for our
church.
We also have grocery gift cards available. The church only makes money on these cards
when they are used. Please call the office if you need one. They make great gifts too!
Pledge cards will be blessed today on All Saint’s Day. Thank you to Louise Wagner and
Chris Bobinski for their testimonials for our Stewardship Campaign. They both spoke on
how Holy Spirit plays into their spiritual life. Holy Spirit means a lot to all of us and is
more than just having a place to worship with lights and heat but all the ministries that we
benefit from thanks to the Lord. We would be lost without the ability to be a part of
Father Don’s services each week and to take part in the Holy Eucharist. Giving to the
church is your thanks to God for everything in your life.
The postponed Annual Diocesan Convention will be held online on November 14th.
Bible study is planned for Nov. 11th at10:30am around the altar. Please speak to Louise.
From All Saints Day to the beginning of Advent, and to the feast of Saint Andrew the Apostle, the November Liturgical calendar is busy from November 1st to November 30th.
On Thanksgiving Eve, Father Don will hold a
Thanksgiving service on Wednesday, November 25th
at 7:30pm in the church.
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Principal Feasts and Holy Days on the November Church Year Calendar
November 1
All Saints’ Day—-This is one of the seven principal feasts of the
Church year. It commemorates all known and unknown saints. In our Baptismal
Covenant we profess the words: “I believe in...the communion of saints… the resurrection of
the body, and life everlasting.” All Saint’s Day is one of four days recommended for baptisms.
November 2
All Souls/All the Faithful Departed
All Souls Day is an extension of all Saints Day. This day is to distinguish between outstanding
saints and those who are unknown in the church especially family members and friends. As
stated in our prayer book to give thanks to God for our deceased relatives in our prayers:
Rest eternal, grant unto them, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine
upon them.
November 22 Christ the King - is always celebrated on the last
Sunday of the liturgical year. Established by Pope Pius XI in 1925 to
honor Jesus Christ over all creation. The Episcopal Church as well as
other protestant churches celebrate this day.

Proper 29—Almighty and everlasting God, whose
will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved
Son, the King of Kings and Lord of lords…..
November 26 Thanksgiving Day - is a major holy day and a national day in the Episcopal Prayer Book calendar. It originated as a harvest festival shared by English colonists and the Wampanoag Indians. This
is a time to thank God for the blessings of our food and all other blessings that we should be thankful for. In 1941 Congress passed the federal law that the last Thursday in November will be celebrated as
Thanksgiving Day each year.
November 29 First Sunday in Advent - is the first season of the
church year, beginning the 4th Sunday before Christmas. It continues
through the day before Christmas. Advent is the Latin word for
“coming”. It is a time for preparation and expectation for the birth of
Christ and the final coming of Christ in power and glory.
November 30 Saint Andrew the Apostle—The Holy Apostle
Andrew the First-Called was the first of the Apostles to follow Christ.
He later brought his own brother, the holy apostle Peter, to Christ. They
were both fishermen. It was Andrew who brought the boy with the
loaves and fishes to Jesus for the feeding of the multitude. Tradition
claims that he was crucified on an X shaped cross and continued to
teach while being crucified. Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland.
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A Litany of Remembrance
All Souls Day is November 2nd. November 11th is Veterans Day, What do these two days
have in common? All Souls Day is an extension of All Saint’s Day to distinguish between outstanding saints and those who are unknown in the wider fellowship of the church, especially
family member and friends. During this pandemic, if we haven't lost someone, we have been
isolated and it feels like we have lost the ability to visit and hug our loved ones. All Souls Day
is also called the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed.
Many people have lost love ones during all the wars that the United States has endured and
in 1938, November 11th was approved by Congress to be observed annually as a federal holiday. Veterans Day also commemorates Americans who fought and died for our country , the
world and our freedom.
The following poem was submitted by Sonny Cummings . We hope this poem has meaning
for you to remember those you loved and lost, those who are away, and even pets that we
have lost.
A Litany of Remembrance
Poem by Rabbi Sylvan Kamens and Rabbi Jack Riemer
In the rising of the sun and in its going down, we remember them.
In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter, we remember them.
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring, we remember them.
In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer, we remember them.
In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of autumn, we remember them.
In the beginning of the year and when it ends, we remember them.
When we are weary and in need of strength, we remember them.
When we are lost and sick at heart, we remember them.
When we have joys we yearn to share, we remember them.
So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are now a part of us,
as we remember them.
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IT HAPPENED IN OCTOBER During the Pandemic
Blessing of the animals...
 On October 4th Father Don blessed the animals in remembrance of Saint Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals. Churches world wide blessed animals of all kinds. Those
who could not bring their pets, brought pictures to be
blessed. Thanks to Father Don and Louise Wagner for putting
together this ministry and all who helped to keep everyone
safe.

ECW MEETING
On Sunday, October 25th, Louise Wagner held the first
meeting of the ECW after church to discuss how to handle
the Angel Tree ministry during the pandemic.
 The ECW decided to collect cash or checks for Providence House, Community Options and Eagleswood School.
If you feel that you can donate, write your preference on your
check, otherwise the money collected will be divided upon
the three places.
 Please write your check to Holy Spirit ECW.




All contributions must be received by December 8th.
Thank you for your generosity and Christmas spirit.
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HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY TO YOU:
November 2
November 7

Anthony Prinzo Sr.
Barbara Lansing

November 8
November 11

Tori Duym
Nancy Stephenson

November 18
November 20

Lynn Robbins
Kathie Sink

November 22

Lynn Muller

A Birthday Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer:
Watch over these children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may
be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if
they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WHY GO TO CHURCH?
This is an article submitted by Jesse Peterson back in 2013 and it is worth reading again.
If you are spiritually alive, you’re going to love this!
If you are spiritually dead, you won’t want to read it.
If you are spiritually curious, there is still hope!
A church “go-er” wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made
no sense to go to church every Sunday. “ I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that
time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can not remember a
single one of them. So, I think I am wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.” After weeks of controversy in the Editor’s column, someone wrote this
clincher:
“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.
But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I
do know this. They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my
wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not
gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!” Faith sees the invisible,
believes the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our
spiritual nourishment!
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MUSICAL NOTES:
Elaine Paul

Share The Spirit Newsletter Holy Spirit Church
During the pandemic, there will be no
choir in church.

Music Director:
Matthew Holmberg

He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands
This song is a reminder that God is in control of all aspects of His creation
and we should take comfort in His presence. First published in 1927,this anonymous spiritual rose out of oral tradition of African Americans and has become a widely known and
loved spiritual, sung by young and old. The story of this unforgettable song is intertwined in
the history of America itself. It was written by a slave whose name we will never know. Laurie London, a young British singing artist recorded it to be #1 in 1958 as the first gospel song
to make the Billboard Hot 100. Frank Warner, a folklorist and singer recorded it for an album
in 1952. Many gospel and soul singers released their own renditions including Mahalia Jackson, Marian Anderson, Andy Williams and Pat Boone.Various versions of the spiritual have
been set and performed by choral groups and solo performers in the classical music realm
and the folk and popular music worlds. Marian Anderson's performance of “He’s Got the
Whole World in His Hands” was selected to the Library of Congress’ National Registry in 2003
and inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2008. This song was used in several movies
including Tootsie, Roxanne, Dave, Con Air, and Rocket Man. He’s Got the Whole World in His
Hands can be found in Lift Every Voice and Sing II on pg. 217.
There is strange irony in having the words of a slave remind the free people living in
the most powerful country in the world that God is in charge. When “He’s Got the Whole
World in His Hands” was released, many turned back to the Bible to search for hope and they
found it. A child’s voice and a slave’s anthem were the wake-up call for millions of worried
Christians during the Cubin missal crisis and other crisis since in our country.
The world and our country has been troubled before as it is now. However, this song
is a reminder that God is in control of all aspects of His creation and we should take comfort in His presence. “He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands, He’s got the little
bitty baby in his hands, He’s got you and me sister/brother in his hands, He’s got ev’rybody in his hands. HE’S GOT the WHOLE WORLD in HIS HANDS”!
I truly hope that we can sing to the Lord again soon in our church on Main
Street after this pandemic is over. In the meantime, keep saying or singing and believing
“He’s got the whole world in His hands!”
EP

“...speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music
from your heart to the Lord.” Ephesians 5:19
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Advent during a Pandemic
The first week of Advent begins on November 29, 2020 during the Covid 19 Pandemic. As
Advent begins, we start a new liturgical year in the prayer book, year B. This is the season of
expectation and although we are not out shopping and preparing or decorating and entertaining for the Christmas holidays as we have done in the past, we may do a lot of shopping
on line and we may see our relatives on Zoom . During traditional parties and gatherings we
are not without our masks and social distancing. Maybe this is God’s way of saying, slow
down, put your mind on the coming of Christ and not on Johnny’s present. We can still prepare, but in the way that Jesus wants us to prepare:
For those who still feel uncomfortable going into the church building, we can follow
the Sunday service on line; we can be creative by making our own Advent wreath for our
homes: arrange five candles in the circle of the wreath (place on fireproof plate) on your
table with three purple candles, one pink, and a white center candle representing Jesus.
Dim the lights during dinner and light the first purple candle which represents Hope. On
the second Sunday, the second lit purple candle represents Love. On the third Sunday, the
pink or rose candle is lit, representing Joy. The fourth candle (purple) stands for Peace.
On Christmas Eve, the white center candle is lit for Christ coming into the world.
After each candle is lit, share a prayer of thanksgiving or hope.
Listen to Christmas music, you can also find moving sacred music for Advent and Christmas
on You Tube or read the words to the hymns in our hymnal for Advent, they are very meaningful. Welcome people into your home to visit through Zoom, or with a phone call, or an
old fashioned way of sending a letter or card. Reach out to someone who is alone or in
need.
EP
Other ways to celebrate Advent at home:
1. Start each week with Joy, instead of worry; meditate
2. Attend Advent Services (in church if possible) on line, read stories about the saints
3. Add some sacred music to your life
4. Read Advent booklets available through the church or on line
5. Start an Advent calendar
6. Enjoy holiday foods
7. Remember your neighbors, give back to the community
8. Encourage thankfulness and love
Each of us is an INNKEEPER who decides if there is room for JESUS!

CHURCH OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT
220 E MAIN STREET
TUCKERTON, NJ 08087
609-296-9618
holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net
Rev. Canon Donald Muller
Interim Priest in Charge
Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt
Associate Priest
James Wack, Senior Warden

SUNDAY EUCHERIST:

9:30am

Nov. 25th Thanksgiving Eve

7:30pm

December 24 Christmas Eve 7:30pm
Please call Patty in the office on Thursday before the Sunday
or day that you plan to attend. 609-296-9618
All prior rules and regulations apply.

Patty Martin, Office Administrator
Elaine Paul, Newsletter

```````````````SPIRIT```````````````````
We’re on the Web!
www.holyspirittuckerton.org

Even though we now cannot lift our voice in song we
still can raise our caring heart in love forever long.
Bill Meyer, 6-14-20

POST SCRIPTS:
Thanksgiving Song

Give Thanks

from Little Men, Louisa May Alcott

“Summer days are over, Summer work is
done; Harvests have been gathered gayly
one by one. Now the feast is eaten, finished is the play; but one rite remains for
our Thanksgiving-day.
Best of all the harvest in the dear God’s
sight, are the happy children in the home
tonight; and we come to offer thanks
where thanks are due, with grateful hearts
and voices, father, mother, unto you.”

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He’s given,
Jesus Christ, His Son
And now let the weak say, “I am strong”
Let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the
Lord has done for us.”

